
When:  

Thursday, July 19 

Time:  

5:30 PM—7:30 PM 

Cost:  

$50.00 

Registration Closes: 

Monday, July 16 

Register Online 

Can Legal Interpreters Also 

be Culturally Responsive? 

CLAS/OJD Ethics Webinar 
Join us for an evening of discussion and  
interactive scenarios as we explore where 
culture fits in the courtroom. We will hear 
from the Honorable Judge Cheryl  
Albrecht, sitting Chief Criminal Judge for 
Multnomah County. Judge Albrecht will 
share her opinion on what the bench  
expects from court interpreters who face 
possible cultural and linguistic issues 
when interpreting. Panel members,  
Melanie DeLeon and Yvette Tamamoto 
will weigh in with their experiences from 
differing perspectives as well.  

By the end of the webinar we want you to 
better understand how culture, language 
and the Oregon Code of Professional  
Responsibility (CPR) intersect, and the  
implications of this intersection for court 
interpreters. During the two hour webinar 

participants will explore how to use the 
CPR to address culture issues as they 
arise. We will also identify and work 
through scenarios and possible outcomes 
for court interpreters so that solutions 
can be easily identified in real time.          
 
Continuing Education Credits: 

Oregon: Two Ethics Credits 

Washington: Two Credits 

ASL: This Professional Studies program is 
approved for 0.2 CEUs by Oregon Registry 
of Interpreters for the Deaf, an approved 
RID CMP Sponsor for continuing educa-
tion activities.” 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/July192018EthicsWebinarRegistration


Panel Members 

The Hon. Cheryl Albrecht was elected to the Multnomah County Circuit Court in 2006 and 

works as a general jurisdiction trial judge handling both criminal and civil trials and hearings.  

She is currently serving as Chief Criminal Judge overseeing the court’s criminal operations and 

has presided over the Mental Health Treatment Court.   She has also  previously worked as a 

full-time Judge Pro Tem handling a variety of  high-volume dockets and as a criminal defense 

attorney on cases ranging from misdemeanors to capital cases.  Before she went to Lewis & 

Clark law school, she was a reporter and editor for a daily newspaper in Lafayette, Louisiana.    

She enjoys hiking, exploring Oregon’s hidden wonders and checking out the local music scene. 

Melanie DeLeon is the ASL Staff Interpreter II for the Oregon Judicial Department and holds 

an ASL Oregon Certified Court Interpreter credential.  Melanie has facilitated countless core 

certification trainings for Court Language Access Services when she held the Certification 

and Training position.   She has been working as a Sign Language interpreter for the past 20 

years.  She received an A.A. degree in Deaf studies from Seattle Central Community College, 

a B.S. in English/ASL Interpreting from Western Oregon University and a Master’s degree in 

Rehabilitation Counseling: Deafness from Western Oregon University.  Additionally, she has 

100 post graduate hours from Portland State University.  Melanie enjoys sharing her passion 

for language access and interpreting. 

Yvette Tamamoto is the Language Access Coordinator for CLAS. As the OJD Language Access 

Coordinator, Yvette ensures that the OJD offers meaningful access language services to lim-

ited English proficient (LEP) persons.  She works closely with Oregon courts about the appro-

priate use of interpreters and bilingual staff,  reports on compliance with the OJD Language 

Access Plan (Link) in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and meets with 

courts and LEP customers to explain program requirements. Yvette also mentors interpreters 

of languages other than Spanish when they accept their first assignments with the OJD 


