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APPLYING FOR A COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY 
 
If you are charged with a crime or are a party in a juvenile case, you may be eligible to be 
represented by a court-appointed attorney.  You must have a case pending in Clatsop County 
Circuit Court to apply for a court-appointed attorney in Clatsop County. 
 
How to apply for Court-Appointed Counsel: 
 

 You will be asked to fill out an affidavit of eligibility and an application form.  Click here 
to open the form.  This form must be signed under oath and in the presence of 
a Court Clerk.   

 You will be asked to fill out a Release to Obtain Information for Verification.  Click here 
to open the form. 

 You must pay an application fee of$20 unless it is determined that you are unable to 
pay.  The fee can be paid by check, cash, cashier’s check, money order or credit card. 

 You will be interviewed by a verification specialist at the time your application is 
received. 

 You will be notified at the time of your interview if you qualify for court-appointed 
counsel. 

 If you qualify, you will be given the name of your attorney.  You must contact your 
attorney immediately and maintain regular contact with him or her. 

 
You will be notified in writing if your application is denied.  Upon receipt of the notification, 
you have 10 days to request a hearing in writing to contest the decision. 
 
You may be required to contribute to the cost of your court-appointed attorney before the case 
is resolved.  If you are ordered to contribute, you must make the payments according to the 
terms of the order. 
 
You may be required to repay the cost of your court-appointed attorney at the end of the case. 
The judge will decide based on your ability to pay and any plea agreements you have made. 
 
Information on your sworn affidavit may be verified by court staff. 
 
Unreasonable delay in applying for court-appointed counsel may result in a 
denial of the application. 

http://courts.oregon.gov/Clatsop/docs/INEligibilityApp.pdf
http://courts.oregon.gov/Clatsop/docs/INReleaseInformation.pdf

