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EXPUNGEMENT PROCESS

Oregon Revised Statute ORS 137.225 allows some types of records to be erased from a person’s
Computerized Criminal History (CCH).  You can read this Statute at the Law Library and you are
encouraged to do so.

Convictions and arrests for certain crimes cannot be set aside.  These include:
• Sex crimes and crimes against children
• Class “A” or “B” felonies (a conviction for possession of marijuana may be eligible,

even if it was an A or B felony.)
• Traffic offenses

Convictions cannot be set aside until three years have passed from the date of judgment, or if you
are still on probation, parole, or post-prison supervision.

Convictions cannot be set aside if you have been convicted of any other crime (excluding motor
vehicle violations) within the ten year period prior to filing your motion.

Convictions cannot be set aside if you are currently charged with a crime.

At any time after one year from the date of an arrest, where no charges have been filed, or at any
time after an acquittal or a dismissal of a charge,  you may file a Motion, Affidavit and Order to
Set Aside Arrest, if the arrest qualifies for expungement.

If you feel your conviction qualifies under ORS 137.225, you need to complete the following:

1. Complete a Motion, Affidavit, and an Order to Set Aside Conviction/Arrest.  These are
available from most stationery stores (Don’s Rental in St. Helens) and on-line. 
Several Oregon Circuit Court websites have forms available for free.

2. Get fingerprinted at the Sheriff’s Office or local police agency. Call ahead to make an
appointment.

3. Obtain a money order or certified bank check for $80.00 payable to the Oregon State
Police.  You will not get this money back if you lose the motion to set aside your
conviction.  PLEASE NOTE: If you wish to have an arrest set aside or if the case was
dismissed, there is no $80 fee.
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4. Obtain a copy of your judgment or dismissal from the Columbia County Courts and 
attach it to your Motion to Set Aside Conviction and/or Arrest.

5. Make two copies of everything.

6. File the ORIGINAL Motion, Affidavit and Order with the Columbia County Circuit 
Court.
Note. Filing fee per conviction is $265.00, subject to change by the court.  No filing fee 
for setting aside an arrest.

7. Send or bring a COPY of the Motion, Affidavit and Order, along with the fingerprint 
card, and the money order payable to Oregon State Police for $80 to the District  
Attorney’s Office.  Also a copy of the receipt showing filing fee was paid.

8. Keep a copy for yourself.

9. The District Attorney will process your fingerprint card through the Oregon State Police 
Identification Bureau in Salem.  The ID Bureau will provide the DA’s Office with a copy 
of your CCH which will indicate if you qualify to have your conviction removed.

10. If the District Attorney determines that your conviction or arrest is eligible, the court will 
be notified that the DA does not oppose your Motion.  Your Motion, Affidavit and Order 
will be submitted by the court to a judge for signature.  Once the judge has signed the 
Order, the conviction or arrest record will sealed and deemed not to have occurred, and 
you may answer any questions about the conviction accordingly.

11. If the District Attorney determines that your conviction or arrest record is not eligible to  
be set aside, the court will be notified and a hearing may be set on the matter.  You will 
be notified of the date and given an opportunity to appear before the judge.  If the Motion 
is denied, your conviction will remain on your CCH.

12. Under ORS 137.225, victims of the crime have the right to be present on motions to set 
aside convictions and to make a statement to the court.  The Court may consider their 
statement, along with other factors in determining to set aside the conviction.  Regardless 
of whether or not you are otherwise eligible to set aside your conviction, a hearing will be 
set if the victim requests one. 

The District Attorney’s office cannot provide legal advice nor provide you with the forms
necessary to complete this process.  This document is provided as a service to alert you to what
the statute contains, but it should not take the place of your reading of the statute or replace any
independent legal advice you may obtain. You may contact a private attorney, Legal Aid, or the
attorney who handled your original case for help with this process.  Forms may be found at office
supply stores which sell legal forms, some book stores which sell legal forms, or on-line (do a
search for “order to set aside conviction Oregon”).
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