COUNTY CITIZEN REVIEW BOARD
NOTIFICATION OF GUARDIANSHIP REVIEW

DATE
Name of Child: FIELD(1)

Date and time of review: at FIELD(2).

Place review will be held:

Coordinator and phone:

The court has ordered the Citizen Review Board (CRB) to review the guardianship of the above-
named child. The volunteers on the Board live or work in your county. They have been trained
to do reviews and have taken an oath that they will not talk about the guardianship with other
people outside of the review.

If you are the guardian for the child, you must attend in person or by phone. Participants other
than the guardian may attend in person, participate by phone, or write to the Board at the
address on this letter. Call the coordinator listed above to arrange to attend by phone.

You may bring your attorney, however, this is not required. If you did not submit the annual
guardianship report to the court, please complete the one attached and bring three (3) copies to
the review. If you are the guardian of the child, please know that your failure to attend this
review could result in a court hearing.

At the CRB review, the Board will ask questions about the guardianship and the child's care and

progress. At the end of the review, the Board will make findings and recommendations about
the guardianship. After the review, the Board will send their report to the court and other parties.

If you have a disability and need special help, please contact the coordinator at the phone
number on this letter at least two (2) days in advance of the review.

NOTIFICATION SENT TO: FIELD(3)



Questions Often Asked About Citizen Review Boards

What does the Citizen Review Board do?

Upon an order from the court, the Citizen Review Board reviews the guardianships of
children who are wards of the court. The Board members are local citizens who have
been appointed by the court.

The court provides the CRB with a list of people who are involved in the case to be invited
to attend the review. At the review, you will be asked to talk to the Board about the child’s
well-being and your willingness to continue as the guardian. After the review, the Board
submits recommendations to the court about what they believe is in the child’s best
interest.

| am unable to attend the review. Can it be rescheduled for another day?

The law states that the guardianship must be reviewed within 45 days of receipt of the
court’s order. Since the Board meets monthly, it is not possible to reschedule the review
and still meet this legal obligation.

| am unable to attend the review. How can | get information about this child to the
Board?

The guardian is required to attend the review in person or by phone. Others may write or
call the CRB coordinator. The information will be presented to the Board members for
review and consideration when the Board prepares its recommendations. You may use
the form on the back of this page to write information you want the Board to consider or
you may arrange to participate in the review by phone by calling the CRB coordinator
listed on the notification of the review.



TO: Citizen Review Board Coordinator
Address

FROM:

Name

Address

SUBJECT: Child's Name

County of Review

Date of Review

PLEASE NOTE: If this information is to be used by the Board in deciding their
recommendations, it must be shared with all parties at the review. If you do not wish this
information to be shared, the Board cannot use this information to make
recommendations, and you must inform us on this form you do not wish this information
to be shared.

1. | support and agree with the guardianship by the current guardian.
Yes__ No__

Comments:

2. Other information the Board should consider:



Last Review

Child(ren) Age Review Date
Age Guardian
Father
Other Parties: Mother

REASON FOR REVIEW

QUESTIONS/AREAS TO ADDRESS IN
FINDINGS/RECOMMENDATIONS

ICWA Yes/No
Apply?

Notice to Tribe(s)?

Tribal involvement?

Date Guardianship established?
Child still residing with guardian? If not, why not?

Compliance with the Guardianship Order
Court Ordered

Compliance

Best Interest of the Child

Physical Health
Emotional/Developmental/Mental Health
Dental Health

Education/Current Functioning in School
Activities/Services

Stability in Living Situation

Contact With Siblings/Other Family Members

Willingness and Suitability of the Guardian
Strengths
Concerns
Supports

Willingness/Commitment/Risks of Disruption

Willingness and Ability of Parent to Provide Adequate Care

Contact with parent(s)/nature of relationship
Any safety concerns?

Parent(s) indicating willingness to provide?




Considerations for a Guardianship Review

(This is not meant to serve as questions to ask in every review.)

Compliance with the Guardianship Order (will depend on the order)
What was the barrier to filing the report, if one was not filed?

Best Interest

Physical location/stability in placement/safety

agrwnE

Where and/or with whom is the child living?

Who is the primary caregiver for the child?

Are there others living in the home?

Have household members changed during the last year?

Has the child had any moves in the past year? Did this require a change
in school?

Physical/mental/dental health

1. When was the child last seen by the doctor? Dentist? Are there unmet
needs?

2. Is the child developmentally on track?

3. Does the child show any need for a mental health assessment or
counseling?

4, Does the child have any behavioral problems, been involved in any law
violations, or present a danger to another person or to society?

Strengths

1. What are the child’s strengths?

2. What are the child’s hobbies and recreational interests? How often is the
child able to engage in these activities? Has this resulted in special
awards or recognition?

3. Is the child employed?

Educational

1. How is the child doing in school?

2. What is the grade placement of the child, and is the child at grade level?

3 Is there a need for testing or special assistance, and if so, has that been
arranged?

4, Is the child receiving special education services? Has an educational

surrogate been appointed?

Attachment/social/family relationships

1.
2.
3.

To whom is the child attached?

What are the child’s interactions like with peers/adults/siblings/relatives?
Is there continuity in family relationships and have connections been
preserved with family and community?



Child’s wishes in regard to the guardianship
What are the child’s wishes regarding the guardianship?

Willingness and Suitability of the Guardian

10.

What hobbies or interests does the guardian share with the child?

What strengths are present in the guardian’s home?

How does the guardian meet the physical developmental and emotional
needs of the child?

How has the guardian nurtured and protected the child?

What are some special family memories/highlights during the past year?
How has the guardian assisted the child in planning for the future?

How does the guardian encourage and motivate the child?

Has the guardian been charged/convicted of a crime, had their license
suspended or revoked, or declared bankruptcy in the last year?

Does the guardian foresee any issues that may preclude their ability to
continue the guardianship either because of their own physical or mental
health or those of the child? Does the guardian believe the guardianship
should continue?

Are there any concerns regarding the suitability of the guardian?

Willingness and Ability of the Parent to Provide Adequate Care

1.

2.
3.
4

o

What is the child’s relationship with the parent(s)?

How often does the child see or have contact with the parent(s)?

How does the child react to this contact?

What parental contact/involvement would be in the best interest of the
child?

Do the conditions under which the guardianship was established still
exist?

Does the parent(s) express an interest in being a resource?



SAMPLE GUARDIANSHIP FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY OF MULTNOMAH

Court Number: J9620
CITIZEN REVIEW BOARD (CRB)

In the Matter of
DIGBY, Marcus

N N N

a child(ren) FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
County of Review: Multnomah

Board Number: 16 Date of Guardianship: 11/12/2002

Date of Review: December 19, 2003 Date of Birth: 11/14/89

Board Members Present: Susan Goode, Estella Alvarez, John Mayer, and Shondra LaMonte.

Others Present: Mary Campbell, Guardian; Giselle McKendall, Mother; Robert McCauslin, Attorney
for the Mother; Marcus Digby, Child; Benjamin Hazelton, CRB Coordinator.

Reason for Review: No guardianship report was received by the court. Of particular concern is
whether the guardian is still willing and/or able to be legal custodian of this child.

Findings in Regard to Compliance with the Guardianship Order:

1. Marcus is having monthly contact with his mother and younger siblings as outlined in the
original order.
2. The mother has not payed support to the guardian over the last six months for the child as

outlined in the original order.

Findings in Regard to the Best Interest of the child:

1. Marcus is enrolled in school where he is earning a 2.0 grade point average. There are no
indications of truancy issues.

2. Marcus has been seen by both a doctor and a dentist within the last year. Both were for
routine check ups and there are no medical concerns at this time.

3. In addition to the monthly contact outlined in the original order, Marcus is spending most
weekends in the home of his mother.

4, Marcus states that while he loves his grandmother, he would really rather return to live with his
mother full time.

5. A move from the guardian to the mother would not require a change in school as the guardian

lives within the same school catchment area.



Findings in Regard to the Willingness and Suitability of the Guardian:

1.

2.

The guardian reports experiencing declining health over the past year and reliance on the
mother to provide increasing amounts of care.
The guardian reports an inability to support Marcus without the support payment.

Findings in Regard to the Willingness and Ability of the Parent to Provide Adequate Care:

1.

2.

The mother states that she is unable to make the support payment when she has increasing
amounts of responsibility for Marcus’ care.

The mother believes that the conditions under which the guardianship were established no
longer exist. Marcus had been in the state’s custody due to behavioral problems in the home
and the threat he posed to his younger, step-siblings. The mother reports that Marcus has
been able to be safely maintained in the home for several days at a time and he is currently in
counseling.

The mother reports she has never had a case or referral with the Department of Human
Services (DHS) other than with Marcus. Her attorney reports that there have never been
safety concerns regarding the younger children in the home.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The court schedule a hearing to consider vacating the guardianship in that the guardian is
experiencing declining health and has relied on the mother to provide increasing amounts of
care, the child would like to live with his mother full time and the mother presently appears to
be a willing and able parent.

Sandy Hess December 19, 2003

Board Chair Date

Information Considered by the Board: A completed Guardianship Report was submitted at the review

and is attached for the court’s consideration.

Benjamin Hazelton
Coordinator
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PAGE: = = COUNTY
CHILD’S NAME:
COURT #:

COURT RESPONSE
TO CRB FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This CRB date of =/04 was reviewed and dated this day of :
20 :

JUVENILE COURT JUDGE/REFEREE

() The Court is setting a hearing beginning at the hour of , on
the day of , 20 , before the
HONORABLE , located in Courtroom No. of
the

() No hearing needs to be set in this case at this time.

() The Court requests that the CRB review this case early (month) 20
If possible, please give the CRB two months or more to schedule.

() Other:

cc: Mother
Father Attorney
CRB Attorney
Docket Desk Attorney
Deputy District Attorney Other
CASA Other

Juvenile Justice Division Other




CASE NAME:

GUARDIANSHIP RECOMMENDATIONS WORKSHEET

continue Continue the guardianship as the guardian(s) is/are willing and able to continue in the role of guardian and
the guardianship is in the child’s best interest .

visit Visitation between the child(s) and siblings/relatives be increased/decreased because

assign  The court assign a visitor to evaluate and make a report to the court.

modify  The court modify the guardianship as follows:

crirev  The court review the appropriateness of continuing the guardianship for the following reasons:
___ The parents are ready to have the children returned to their care in that
__ The guardians are not willing or able to continue the guardianship because

___ The children are no longer residing with the guardians.

crthrg  This case be reviewed by the court to address

provide The guardian consider providing for the child to address

_ orpt The guardian(s) complete required annual guardianship reports in the future. The next one is due

addinfo The guardians include the following additional information in the next guardianship report due

transfer The court transfer jurisdiction to the county in which the guardian resides.

relation The guardian develop a plan for the child(s) housing, employment, community connection and ongoing
support of relationships.

assess DHS conduct a protective assessment of this case to address the following concerns:

care DHS’ personal care registered nurse reassess the subsidy for this guardianship pursuant to
OAR 413-070-0945.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY OF =

In the Matter of ) Court Number; =

= ) CITIZEN REVIEW BOARD (CRB)

a child(ren) ) FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
County of Review: =

Board Number: = Date of Guardianship: =

Date of Review: = Date of Birth: =

Board Members Present:=

Others Present: =

Reason for Review:=

Findings in Regard to Compliance with the Guardianship Order:

1.=

Findings in Regard to the Best Interest of the Child:

1. =

Findings in Regard to the Willingness and Suitability of the Guardian:

1. =

Findings in Reqgard to the Willingness and Ability of the Parent to Provide Adequate Care:

1.=

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. =

Board Chair Date

Information Considered by the Board: =

Coordinator
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PAGE: = = COUNTY =
CHILD’S NAME: =
COURT #: =
COURT RESPONSE
TO CRB FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This CRB date of =/04 was reviewed and dated this day of , 20
JUVENILE COURT JUDGE/REFEREE
() The Court is setting a hearing beginning at the hour of , on
the day of , 20 , before the
HONORABLE , located in Courtroom No. of
the
() No hearing needs to be set in this case at this time.
() The Court requests that the CRB review this case early (month) 20

()

CC:

If possible, please give the CRB two months or more to schedule.

Other:

___ Mother

_____ Father __ Attorney

______CRB __ Attorney

____ Docket Desk __ Attorney

__ Deputy District Attorney __ Other

______ CASsA _____ Other
Juvenile Justice Division Other

OPENING STATEMENT - Guardianship cases



“Good morning (afternoon). Welcome to the meeting of the County
Citizen Review Board. We are here to review the guardianship of.

We are volunteers appointed by the Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court to
review the guardianships of children who are wards of the court. The Citizen
Review Board is a division of the Oregon Judicial Department and is not a part of
the Department of Human Services.

Please introduce yourself and state your relationship to the case. | am
, Board Chair. (everyone introduces self)

We have taken an oath of confidentiality and we will not talk about this case
outside of the review process. However, information from this review will be sent
to the court and other legal and interested parties.

If you are not the child, the parent of the child or the guardian, please raise your
hand to swear or affirm that you will keep confidential all information disclosed to
you by the board. (Check to see that all appropriate parties have responded.)

Please tell us now if you believe a board member would not be fair or objective.
We will decide if that member should be excused from this case.

We have minutes to review this case today. | would like to begin with

n

Page 1 of 2, Opening/Closing Statement
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CLOSING STATEMENT - Guardianship cases
(after findings and recommendations are made and shared)

“We need to end the review.

Page 1 of 2, Opening/Closing statement



We will mail you a copy of our Findings and Recommendations within the next
three weeks. A copy will also be sent to the court and all legal parties.

Thank you for coming to the review. Your input is appreciated.”

Page 2 of 2, Opening/Closing Statement



