
 

OREGON JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
Court Interpreter Services 

 

DATE:   June 10, 2014   

TO:    Freelance Certified Interpreters 

FROM:   Kelly Mills, Program Manager, Court Interpreter Services 

RE:    OJD Budget Update 

 
Good afternoon, 
 
As you recall, the Oregon Judicial Department's Office of the State Court Administrator 
held a series of meetings in July 2013 for Oregon certified court interpreters with OJD's 
John Fagan, Business and Fiscal Services Budget Manager.  We discussed the new 
Legislatively approved hourly rate increase for certified interpreters, as part of the OJD 
2013-15 budget, implemented on July 1, 2013.  The discussion provided an overview of 
the OJD budget process.  Later in the fall, we held a series of meetings for all 
interpreters in September and October with Court Interpreter Services Program 
Manager and local staff.   
 
I am pleased that so many of you were able to participate and ask questions last 
summer.  One of the pending issues reported by the OJD Budget Manager was a series 
of interim Legislative budget hold backs, pending several State of Oregon economic 
forecasts and the February 2014 Legislative Session.  The ability to actually pay for the 
hourly rate increase from OJD's mandated payments was closely tied to the 
reinstatement of budget hold backs and an improved economic forecast for the State of 
Oregon. Today, I am pleased to provide a status update that while not all OJD General 
Funds were restored, all funds for Mandated Payments were prioritized to ensure the 
account had adequate resources for the 2013-15 biennium. What this means for all 
interpreters is that we are within our "normal" range of budgeting for statewide 
interpreter services and the concerns we discussed last summer have been resolved.   
 
If you have any still pending questions about the 2013 rate increase, please let me 
know.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Mills 
Program Manager, Court Interpreter Services 
Oregon Judicial Department 
503-986-7004 


