
GRAND 
JURY 



OVERVIEW

2

G
R

A
N

D
 JU

R
Y 

1) What is Grand Jury?

2) Statutory framework

3) Grand Jury Selection

4) What serving looks like

5) Anatomy of a hearing



WHAT IS GRAND JURY?
Oregon Constitution Article VII Section 5

Only Grand Jury can charge a felony (unless waived or 
preliminary hearing)

Empowered to issue subpoenas and hear evidence relating to 
potential crimes

Consists of seven qualified citizens
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STATUTORY FRAMEWORK

ORS 132.310 - The grand jury shall retire into a private room and may inquire 
into crimes committed or triable in the county and present them to the court, 
either by presentment or indictment, as provided in ORS 132.310 (Inquiry into 
crimes) to 132.390 (When the grand jury may indict).
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https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_132.310
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_132.310
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_132.390


GRAND JURY SELECTION

ORS 132.020(1) - Under the direction of the court, the clerk shall draw names 
at random from the names of jurors in attendance upon the court until the 
names of seven jurors are drawn and accepted by the court. The seven persons 
thus chosen shall constitute the grand jury.
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GRAND JURY SELECTION

ORS 132.030 - Neither the grand jury panel nor any individual juror may be 
challenged. A judge of the court or clerk of court, as defined in ORS 10.010 
(Definitions), may at any time after a juror is drawn and before the juror is sworn 
excuse the juror from jury service for any reason prescribed in ORS 10.050 

G
ra

nd
 ju

ry

6

https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_10.010
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_10.010
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_10.050


SERVING ON GRAND JURY

 How long?  Typically, one calendar month (can be continued by 
court order ORS 132.120)

 How often do they meet? Depends upon the number of panels 
and workload in the County

 What does a grand jury calendar look like?
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ANATOMY OF A HEARING
1) The State (prosecutor) decides what witnesses to call and what evidence to present 

(ORS 132.340)

2) Defendant only has the right to testify if they have been “held to answer” (ORS 
132.320(12))

3) There is no cross examination of witnesses by defense attorney

4) Evidentiary portion is recorded (ORS 132.250)

5) Prosecutor is the “gate keeper” of what evidence is admissible 

(ORS 132.320 – same as a trial with exceptions)

6) Confidential until made public (ORS 132.420)
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VOTING
 The grand jury may find an indictment when all the evidence before it, taken together, is such as in its 

judgment would, if unexplained or uncontradicted, warrant a conviction by the trial jury (ORS 132.390)

 A grand jury may indict with the concurrence of five of its members, if at least five jurors voting for 
indictment heard all the testimony relating to the person indicted or facts presented (ORS 132.360)

 NO TRUE BILL issued when insufficient evidence

  Issues an INDICTMENT with criminal charges when sufficient evidence

 Court issues WARRANT for arrest of those charged in INDICTMENT

G
R

A
N

D
 JU

R
Y

11



QUESTIONS?
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