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1. Court and Citizen Review Board reviews

After a child's permanency plan has been changed to adoption at a permanency hearing under
ORS 419B.476, the court and the Citizen Review Board continue to review the Oregon
Department of Human Services (ODHS) efforts to place the child for adoption and complete the
adoption process. If the child is legally free and has not been placed, a court review is required
every six months. See ORS 419B.440(1) and 419B.470(4) and (8). ODHS has agreed to submit
an adoption tracking page to the court and Citizen Review Board that provides an itemization of
the steps the agency has taken to complete the adoption, as well as the steps that remain
uncompleted.

2. Completing the adoption after the child is legally free

After parental rights are terminated or relinquished, the juvenile code allows the court to
complete the adoption according to the requirements in ORS 419B.529. If the child is an Indian
child under the Indian Child Welfare and Oregon Indian Child Welfare Acts, additional
requirements apply. The court should review ODHS efforts to determine whether the child is an
Indian child. The court has an obligation to make inquiries about the child’s status at any
hearing related to the adoption. Consult the Oregon Indian Child Welfare Act Benchbook for
details.

3. Assessing ODHS efforts to complete the adoption

The court and Citizen Review Board should insist on submission of the adoption tracking page to
assist the court and CRB in assessing what steps have been completed and what remains to be
done. The steps ODHS must take to free the child and complete the adoption are outlined on the
nextpage.
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https://www.courts.oregon.gov/programs/jcip/Documents/OregonIndianChildWelfareActBenchbook.pdf
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