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Improving Oregon’s Child 
Safety System
Model Court Day

August 8, 2017

Megan Hassen, OJD JFCPD

Paula Brownhill, Circuit Court Judge

Nathan Rix, DHS

Molly Miller, DHS

How do you keep children in 
foster care safe?
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Model Shelter Hearing 
Protocol
• Local process:

– Setting hearing

– Early appointment of attorneys

– Timely discovery

– Parent engagement and safety planning

– First visit within 48 hours

What Judges Can Do

• Appoint a lawyer for the child

• Appoint a CASA for the child

• Ask the DHS caseworker about child 
safety

• Ask to have the child appear in court or 
write a letter to the judge

• Review CRB reports for safety info

A Day in Juvenile Court – Kids
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A Day in Juvenile Court –
Teens

A Way for Teens to Communicate

A Way for Teens to Communicate


