Records Release Requirements
for Court Adoption and Readoption Cases
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Generally speaking, adoption records shall be kept “sealed” as a separate record apart from the general records of the court. ORS
109.319 allows certain parties to “inspect and copy” court adoption records without a court order. The following table outlines
when the court can allow inspection and copying of records without a court order, which documents can’t be disclosed, and what

information has to be redacted. The law applies to all adoption and readoption court records involving minors.
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In addition:

1. Any documents or records retained by the Department of Human Services or an Oregon licensed child-caring agency, may be
accessed, used or disclosed only as provided in ORS 109.305-109.410 or ORS 109.425-109.507, or pursuant to a court order for good
cause. ORS 109.319(7).

2. When the court grants a motion to inspect, copy or otherwise disclose, the court shall order a prohibition or limitation on re-
disclosure of the records unless good cause is shown. ORS 109.319(12).

3. When inspection, copying or disclosure is allowed, the court may require appropriate and reasonable verification of the identity of
the requesting person to the satisfaction of the court. ORS 109.319(13).

4. The court may impose and collect fees for copies and services for segregation and redaction, including but not limited to filing,
inspection and research fees. ORS 109.319(11). These fees are established by Chief Justice Order.



