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Introduction 

The overrepresentation of minority children, particular Black children, in child welfare has been an 

ongoing and persistent issue for the child welfare system. Seminal work published in 1972 described the 

issue of disparate outcomes and treatment for black children (Billingsley & Giovannoni, 1972). The child 

welfare community is making strides to meaningfully address these issues and create more equity with 

families of color. Momentum to engage in anti-racist child welfare practice seems to be strong. Many 

organizations do not know where to begin as they grapple with their disparate outcomes. Learning and 

re-orienting our systems to be antiracist is essential to better outcomes for marginalized families in our 

communities. The work of building a base of knowledge related to race and socio-economic implications 

through a systemic analysis is essential. Dr. Pryce collaborates with organizations who are committed to 

addressing racial disparity and disproportionately and leads them to transformation through training 

and ongoing consulting/advisement. 

Strengthening Families Using a Racial Equity Lens--Keynote 

Data shows that families of color are disproportionately represented in the foster care system, as well 
as, experience poorer outcomes. This Keynote will discuss the issues illumined by the data and provide 
some historical context around the creation of the child welfare system.  Participants will be invited to 
envision a new system and articulate their role in addressing racial equity. This keynote will also focus 
on how child welfare professionals can collaborate with families to enhance their capacity to protect 
their own children. Family engagement is a key strategy for identifying and cultivating resilience. There 
will be a focus on the power and privilege that our system holds and how we can share that power with 
families. Building relationships with families who come into our system takes a level of self and cultural 
awareness, understanding and trust. This training will create an opportunity for each participant to 
become aware of his/her/their own philosophical position on child welfare and will learn strategies for 
advancing equity. Participants will also have the opportunity to apply anti-racist principles to a case 
study through an interactive poll.  

Objectives 

➢ Understand multiple levels of racism and historical context and origin 

➢ Understand and articulate the impact of Implicit Bias in child welfare organizations and 

practice 

➢ Learn how power dynamics show up in our work 

➢ Learn power-balancing strategies 

➢ Define and Understand Disparity vs. Disproportionality 
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➢ Understand importance of family connection and sacredness of family ties 

➢ Learn anti-racist child welfare and policy advocacy 

➢ Understand the repercussions of family separation for vulnerable families of color 

➢ Understand the differences between a traditional child welfare system and a 

transformed system 

➢ Define evolutionary policy change and revolutionary policy change and learn 

current examples 
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