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National Preventive Legal Advocacy Partnership
Access to Civil Legal Advocacy to Address Social Determinants of
Health and Prevent Unnecessary CPS Involvement

Preventive Legal
Advocacy

5%,
Preventive Legal Advocacy? ¢
Strategically targeted efforts by lawyers and
others to help strengthen families through
advocacy that promotes the social determinants
of health to prevent the need to refer families to
CPS for issues that legal advocacy can resolve.

How Preventive Legal Advocacy Fits in the Child Welfare Continuum

Equitable Access to Social Determinants of Health,

cluding housing, healthcare,
education, employment

Know Your Rights campaigns involve efforts to make familles aware of their legal
rights to access the supports to which they are entitled

Preventive Legal Advocacy Is Qirect representation of familles in Gvil matters that

impact children’s health prior to a family being reported to CPS for suspected
maltreatment

Pre-Petition Representation is direct representation of families after they are

reported to the CPS agency for suspected maltreatment, but before a child has been
removed

Post-Petition Representation is direct representation of families who have a child in

foster care, including representation on collateral matters related to foster care
involvement
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