
 

 THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD, XXIII 

14TH ANNUAL MODEL COURT SUMMIT 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

Materials may be viewed and/or downloaded at: 
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/programs/jcip/EducationMaterials/Pages/model-court-summit.aspx 

8:30 am 
8:45 am 

Welcome & Introductions - Overview for the Day 
 
Leola McKenzie 
Director, JFCPD 
 
Cheryle Kennedy 
Tribal Chair Woman 
Confederated Tribes of Grande Ronde  

8:45 am 
9:30 am 

The Spirit of ICWA – A Historical Perspective and Practical Strategies to Bring into the 
Courtroom 
 
Sheldon Spotted Elk, JD 
Judge of the Ute Indian Tribe 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe 
Casey Family Programs 

  9:30 am 
10:15 am 

Motivational Interviewing – Authentic Engagement: Empowering People in their Own 
Case 
 
Brad Lundahl, PhD 
College of Social Work, University of Utah 

10:15 am 
10:45 am 

Connecting Foster Care Youth with Their Tribes 
 
Hon. Morgan Long 
Cherokee Nation 
Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge 
 
Chantel Pewewardy 
Choctaw, Kiowa and Comanche Tribes of Oklahoma 
NAYA Foster Care Support Specialist 
 
Nicomi Levine 
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde (CTGR) 
DHS Active Efforts Specialist, Multnomah County 

10:45 am 
11:00 am 

Break 

11:00 am 
11:30 am 

What does the data tell us about Oregon?   
 
Aimee Fritsch 
Research Implementation Specialist, DHS 

 
Leola McKenzie 
Juvenile & Family 

Court Programs 
Director 

503-986-5942 
  

Megan Hassen 
Senior Juvenile 

Law Analyst 
503-986-4511 

 
Shary Mason  
Model Court / 

Training Analyst 
 503-731-3339 

 
Amy Benedum 

Senior Juvenile & 
Family Law 

Analyst 
503-986-5644  

 
Yousef Allouzi 
 Data Analyst  
503-986-5139 

 
Michelle Markson 

Management 
Assistant 

503-986-5618 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/programs/jcip/EducationMaterials/Pages/model-court-summit.aspx
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 11:30 am    
12:00 pm 

QEW Testimony: Providing and Receiving QEW Testimony – Emergency and Permanency 
Hearings 
Shannon Dennison, JD 
Attorney in Charge, Oregon Department of Justice: Child Advocacy 
Shary Mason 
JCIP Model Court & Training Analyst 

12:00 pm   
1:00   pm 

Lunch 
 

  1:00 pm 
  1:30 pm 

Active Efforts, Parent Engagement & Placement Considerations for a Tribal Perspective 
Michelle Moore 
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians 
Human Services Director 
Dionne Bronson 
Confederated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reservation 
ICWA Caseworker 
Chris Espinosa 
DHS Active Efforts Specialist, Clackamas County  

1:30 pm 
2:30 pm 

Trauma and Healing Informed Principles: How Native Culture,  
Ceremony and Tradition are Key to the Wellness of Native Communities 
Jillene Joseph  
Gros Ventre or “Aaaniih” Tribe of Fort Belknap, Montana 
Executive Director, Native Wellness Institute 
Monica Yellow-Owl, CADC I, CPS 
Pit River Tribe of Northern California  
Behavioral Health Manager, Klamath Tribe Health and Family Services 

2:30 pm 
2:45 pm 

Break 

2:45 pm 
3:45 pm 

HB 4214 Oregon’s New Indian Child Welfare Legislation  
Hon. Annette Hillman 
Presiding Judge Jefferson and Crook County Circuit Courts 
M. Brent Leonhard, JD 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
Tribal Attorney 
Valerie Colas, JD 
OJD Access to Justice Counsel 

3:45 pm 
4:00 pm 

Closing 
Representative Tawna Sanchez 
District 43 North and Northeast Portland 
Adam Becenti (Dine)   
Tribal Affairs Director, Oregon DHS Director’s Office 
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