
2020 Through the Eyes of a Child Conference Evaluation 
Of the 53 attendees at the 2020 Through the Eyes of a Child Conference, 18 completed an 
online evaluation, for a response rate of 34%. 

The results of the evaluation are summarized below: 

 

Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement with three statements regarding 
the Through the Eyes of a Child Conference in general.  The graph above indicates the 
percentage of respondents that agree or strongly agree with the corresponding statement. 
100% of respondents thought the presenters were knowledgeable about their topic areas. 

 

Respondents were asked to identify how many years they have presided over juvenile 
dependency cases.  A combined 78% indicated they have presided for less than 5 years. 
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Respondents were asked to rate each conference session on a scale of 1 (Poor) to 5 (Excellent). 
These responses were then averaged for each session. The highest rated session (Are You 
Reasonable in Making Reasonable/Active Efforts Findings?) was 4.7. 

 

 

Respondents were asked to rate each statement on a scale of 1 (Poor) to 5 (Excellent). These 
responses were then averaged for each statement.  Both statements averaged 4.4 or greater. 
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Respondents were asked to rate the virtual experience as Better than anticipated, about what 
was anticipated, or worse than anticipated.  A combined 94% of respondents thought the 
conference was About what was anticipated or Better than anticipated. 

 

Respondents were asked to rate their overall experience at the Through the Eyes of a Child 
Conference on a scale from 1 (Poor) to 5 (Excellent).   100% of respondents thought the 
conference was good, very good, or excellent.   
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Overall, the virtual conference experience was:
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Overall, how would you rate the 2020 Through 
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What Topics or Format Changes Would You Like to See at Future Conferences? 

1. Full day is too long for online learning. 
 

2. I understand the theory behind breaking us up into small groups for discussion, but in 
practice, I ended up with only 2 other people in one group and it really limited the range 
of discussion. Also, the allotted time was pretty short. I would suggest longer and 
making sure that groups had at least 4 participants. 
 

3. I find the technical and legal presentations to be more helpful in my day to day work.  
The more philosophical aspects of the training is less so. 
 

4. ICWA transfer of cases and good cause to deny. 
 

5. I think we did the best we could with the format under the circumstances and the zoom 
breakouts worked really well. 
 

6. I miss our people and think we should go back to in-person conferences as soon as 
possible. 
 

7. More time!  Always so much material to cover. 
 

8. As was mentioned at the conference, the lack of attending in person limited 
opportunities to consult with peers. 
 

9. Practical things to say and do at a hearing when a parent who is present is demonstrably 
mentally ill. 
 

10. I thought the conference went pretty well for a remote experience!  I particularly 
appreciated the opportunity to talk with other judges about their experiences with and 
suggestions for remote hearings. 

Any Other Comments on the 2020 Through the Eyes of a Child Conference? 

1. I really liked the ability to see the other participants and have break-out conversations 
with some. 
 

2. Leola, you did a great job managing the conference.  If we can all learn to use WebEx as 
well as you, I think the courts will be in good shape. 
 

3. I hope we can do it in-person next year. 
 



4. Leola and Megan were great! 
 

5. Many kudos to JCIP staff for troubleshooting and testing beforehand.  This came off 
without any real hitches.  Leola did a wonderful job hosting.   
 

6. While having the conference was so appreciated, there is still so much benefit to having 
in-person conversations and rapport building that I hope we can return to in the future.  
Great job as always! 
 

7. Really great job putting this together.  Went off much better than I anticipated. 
 

8. It is a challenge to plan and present remotely.  I thought it was a good job and worth 
attending. 
 

9. Thanks!  A good conference prepared and conducted under difficult circumstances! 


