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Sight Interpretation Exercise 

 
Charging 
 
After the prosecutor studies the information from investigators and the information they 
gather from talking with the individuals involved, the prosecutor decides whether to 
present the case to the grand jury. When a person is indicted, they are given formal 
notice that it is believed that they committed a crime. The indictment contains the basic 
information that informs the person of the charges against them.  

For potential felony charges, a prosecutor will present the evidence to an impartial 
group of citizens called a grand jury. Witnesses may be called to testify, evidence is 
shown to the grand jury, and an outline of the case is presented to the grand jury 
members. The grand jury listens to the prosecutor and witnesses, and then votes in 
secret on whether they believe that enough evidence exists to charge the person with a 
crime. A grand jury may decide not to charge an individual based upon the evidence; no 
indictment would come from the grand jury. All proceedings and statements made 
before a grand jury are sealed, meaning that only the people in the room have 
knowledge about who said what about whom. The grand jury is a constitutional 
requirement for certain types of crimes (meaning it is written in the United States 
Constitution) so that a group of citizens who do not know the defendant can make an 
unbiased decision about the evidence before voting to charge an individual with a crime. 

 

(246 words) 

 

Source: DOJ web page U.S. Attorneys | Charging | United States Department of Justice 

 

 

 

https://www.justice.gov/usao/justice-101/charging
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