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Helpful resources

• ODHS CW Procedure Manual-
Youth Transitions Ch 5 Sections 15 
& 29

https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/rules-
policy/Documents/cw-procedure-
manual.pdf

• Youth Transitions External 
Website

https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/foster-
care-transition/pages/default.aspx
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Agenda
• Independent Living Program Skill Building Services

• Discretionary Funding

• Driver’s Education

• Educational Incentive

• Independent Living Subsidy Program

• Chafee Housing Program

• Transitional Living Programs

• Youth Events

• Chafee Education and Training Voucher Program

• Tuition and Fee Waiver Program



Independent Living Program 
Skill Building Services (ILP)

Eligibility: 

Age 14 or older and in 
substitute care, 

or a former foster child who 
left substitute care placement 
at age 14 or older and had at 
least 180 days of substitute 
care placement services 
after age 13.  

*Currently, services are 
available until a young 
person’s 24th birthday.





Discretionary Funding

Provides items, services, 

or extra-curricular activities 

that will help Youth 

Transitions Services 

eligible young people 

achieve the goals identified 

in their transition plan while 

gaining life skills for a 

successful transition to 

adulthood



Funding 
Guidelines



Funding 
Guidelines



Driver’s 
Education

https://www.whydrivewithed
.com/find-a-provider/
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Education 
Incentive



Independent 
Living Housing 
Subsidy

• Age 18+ (exceptions are required for 16 
and 17-year-olds)

• Currently in the legal care and custody of 
ODHS Child Welfare (with a previous 
substitute care placement)

• Court approval 

• 36 hours of productive time activities per 
week (paid employment, school, volunteer 
activities or a combination of the three)

• High school graduate, GED or actively 
working towards educational goals

• Enrolled in ILP skill building services 
(including financial literacy)

• First 12 months – maximum monthly rate 
of $1,022 (need based)

• Starting month 13 the rate gradually 
decreases for the next 18 months



Chafee Housing 
Program 
• Age 18+ but not yet 24

• Left ODHS or Tribal Child Welfare care 
and custody at age 18 or older with at least 
180 days of placement services after age 
13

• 36 hours of productive time activities per 
week (paid employment, school, volunteer 
activities or a combination of the three)

• *Requires at least 4 hours of paid 
employment

• High school graduate, GED or actively 
working towards educational goals

• Enrolled in ILP skill building services 
(including financial literacy)

• Maximum monthly rate of $1,022 (need 
based)

• Maximum amount available before 24th 
birthday = $12,000 



Transitional Living 
Housing Programs
(YT TLP Contracts)

TLPs are a great option for young 
people preparing to leave foster care or 

those that have recently exited that 
aren’t quite ready to launch into full 

independence. They are designed to 
help young people gain and practice 

self-sufficiency skills.

• New Meadows (14-unit apartment 
style TLP in Portland)

• Molalla House (4 rooms, 5 bed 
shared home arrangement TLP in 
Oregon City)

• Compass Complex (4-plex, (3) 2-
bedroom unit TLP in Beaverton)



The Native Gathering is a 4-day camp for 
Native teens and young adults who are 
currently in or in the past have been in 
foster care in the state of Oregon. We 
will gather for educational workshops, 
arts & crafts, storytelling, and more. The 
interactive camp is intended to connect 
young people to each other and Native 
culture and to learn tools to help you live 
in balance.

• For ages 14-23
• August 12-15
• Chiloquin, OR (KOSS Campground)

Facilitated by the Native Wellness 
Institute

Teen Ret reat

Rewind, Recharge, Reset! June 
24-27 at the Oregon Outdoor 

Education Center in Salem, OR. A 
chance for foster youth ages 14-

18 to step away, connect and 
recharge.

• For ages 14-18
• June 24- 27 

• Oregon Outdoor Education 
Center

• West Salem, OR

How Far We've Come, July 29-August 1 
at the University of Portland. If you're 

16-23 and have experienced foster 
care, DREAM together about the 

future.

• For ages 16-23
• July 29-Aug 1
• University of Portland
• Portland, OR

Highlights will include a new and 
improved Pathways Fair and a Lip-
synching event all on a beautiful 
campus overlooking the 

Willamette River. 
 

DREAM Conference



Chafee Education 
and Training Grant

The Chafee ETG​ assists qualified young people with 
college, university or training program expenses. A 
student may receive up to a maximum of $5,000 per 
academic year. The amount is based on need and 
funds available. Students must be accepted and 
enrolled in a post-secondary education or training 
program to receive funds. Students may access the 
program for up to five years, or prior to the term in 
which they turn 26-years-old, and they must reapply 
every year. Students must also complete and submit 
the Chafee ​ETG​ application, be making satisfactory 
progress and be considered in good academic 
standing.

Eligibility:  

• Currently be in Child Welfare custody, or have foster 
care experience for at least 180 days after your 13th 
birthday and exited substitute care at age 14 or older, or

• be a former foster youth who was adopted or entered a 
guardianship on or after your 13th birthday, and your 
adoption/guardianship finalized after 9/1/2015

https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-
education-and-training-grant

https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/chafee-education-and-training-grant


Oregon Tuition & 
Fee Waiver

Eligibility:  

Students 16 or older in substitute care and custody 
through Child Welfare or one of the federally recognized 
Tribes in Oregon or Students who were in care and custody 
for 6+ months prior to adoption finalization on or after 
January 1, 2012, or a student who exited Child Welfare or 
Tribal custody at age 16+ and was under the jurisdiction of 
a Tribal court or Child Welfare custody for 6+ months while 
between 14-21 years of age.

• The student must submit a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) for the academic year to apply

• The student must be receiving funds before age 25. If the 
student is receiving funds at age 25, those funds can 
continue until the student accesses the equivalent of four 
years of undergraduate education. 

• Youth Transitions partners with OSAC for determining 
eligibility. OSAC notifies participating schools identified on 
the student’s FAFSA. 

• Each school will notify the student of their tuition and fee 
waiver eligibility and amount, if any. Before determining a 
need for the waiver, schools will use:

• A student’s Federal Grants (PELL, SEOG),

• Oregon Opportunity Grant, and

• Other school aid.

https://oregonstudentaid.gov/foster-youth/

https://oregonstudentaid.gov/foster-youth/
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/foster-youth/
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/foster-youth/


Oregon Tuition & 
Fee Waiver

• Senate Bill 449 expanded the Oregon 
Tuition and Fee Waiver eligibility to 
include those children who were 
wards of the court (State or Tribal), 
experienced foster care for at least 
six months and were adopted after 
January 1, 2012, creating the new 
definition of “adopted former foster 
child.”

• Undocumented/ DACA student 
resources: Undocumented students, 
including DACA students, are NOT 
eligible for federal financial aid 
(including the Federal Pell Grant), but 
may be eligible for other types of aid by 
filing the ORSAA application. 

• As of the 2023-2024 academic year, 
these populations were eligible for 
Oregon’s Tuition and Fee Waiver at 
Oregon State Community Colleges 
and Universities.

Find resources at:
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/fafsa-

orsaa/

• https://oregonstudentaid.gov/foster-youth/
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Thank you!

ILP.Central@odhsoha.oregon.gov
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