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Safety Threat Concepts
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Safety Threshold Criteria

Six Domains Safety Threats

Out of Control
No adult in the 

home can 
prevent or 

stop the threat

Observable
Can be 
clearly

identified,
defined and 
articulated

Severe
Likely to 
result in 

severe harm
to the child

Vulnerable Child
Child is 

vulnerable to
the threat

Imminent
Likely to 

occur in the
immediate

to near 
future

Threshold Criteria

In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Homelike 
Setting

Barriers Willingness Safety Providers
And Services
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In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Home-Like Setting” MET:
• [Name] has maintained a home in which a safety plan can 

be maintained. 
• [Name] has housing difficulties but there is evidence that 

they can maintain a place where a safety plan could be 
monitored. 

• [Name] has a residence (e.g., home, trailer, apartment, 
hotel, shelter situation) that is stable enough to support 
the use of an in-home safety plan; 

• [Name] is stayingwith [Name] but the situation is stable 
enough to use an in-home safety plan. 

In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Home-Like Setting” NOT MET:
• [Name] has no stable home from which to implement a 

safety plan. 
• The living situation is too unpredictable for a safety 

plan.
• The home is hazardous for the children. 
• There is a known perpetrator of child abuse living in the 

home.
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In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Barriers” MET:
• While there may be active substance 

use, there are no barriers 
preventing safety services. 

• The apparent crisis is situational and 
in-home safety services can address 
the crisis.

• Behavior and emotions are not 
aggravated or extreme and can be 
managed by in-home safety 
services.

In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Barriers” NOT MET:
• [Name]’s substance use is so out-of-

control that no level of safety provider 
could maintain a child’s safety in the 
home.

• There are people in the home preventing 
safety services from managing safety.

• [Name] is directly threatening to the 
child.

• Violence in the home is out-of-control 
and too dangerous for safety providers 
to manage. 
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In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Willingness” MET:
• [Name] agrees to and cooperates 

with an in-home safety plan.
• [Name] understands what is 

required and agrees to allow others 
into the home at the level required.

• [Name] avoids interfering with safety 
providers.

• [Name] is open to exploring in-home 
safety options.

In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Willingness” NOT MET:
• Despite verbally agreeing to the 

plan, there is reason to believe 
[Name] would not follow the 
necessary requirements. 

• [Name] does not accept the 
requirements of an in-home safety 
plan. [Name] will not agree to allow 
safety providers access to the home 
when necessary.

• [Name] limits or refuses access to the 
home. 
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In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Safety Providers” MET:
• Safety providers are available and understand what must 

be managed to assure child safety.
• There is confidence that safety providers are open and 

understand their role in an in-home safety plan.
• There is confidence that safety providers will be committed 

to assisting with an in-home safety plan.
• Safety services are immediately available and accessible 

in time and proximity.

In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

Examples of “Safety Providers” NOT MET:
• There are not enough safety providers or resources 

available at the level and/or times necessary to monitor 
safety. 
• Safety providers or services are not available at the times 

necessary to control and manage the danger. 
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In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

In-Home Criteria

The family has a stable
residence in which a plan 

can be monitored.

A parent’s behavior is 
violent and threatening 

and Safety Providers would 
not be safe in the home.

A parent refuses 
to allow Safety 
Providers into 

the home.

There are safety providers 
and services available to 
support an in-home plan.

MET METUNMET UNMET

In-Home or Out-of-Home Plan

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria

Conditions for Return
The family has a stable 
residence in which a plan 
can be monitored.

A parent’s behavior is 
violent and threatening 
and Safety Providers would 
not be safe in the home.

A parent refuses to 
allow Safety Providers 
into the home.

There are safety providers 
and services available to 
support an in-home plan.

Conditions for Return

The parent’s behavior will 
no longer be violent or 

threatening to the degree 
that a Safety Provider can  

be safe in the home.

The parent is will show a 
willingness to allow Safety 
Providers into the home .
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Safety Plans Safety Planning

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria Conditions for Return Plan

Manage a child’s safety while the 
parent/caregiver works to resolve 
the threatening family condition

Intent:

Purpose: To document the set of actions 
or interventions that manage a 

child's safety 

Safety Plans Safety Planning

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria Conditions for Return Plan

• Parent will not drink any alcohol.
• Parent will ensure the child is not 

having contact with [Name].
• Parent agrees to not be in the 

home.
• Parent will contact ODHS if 

[Name] shows up.
• Parent agrees to not use any 

physical discipline.
• Parent agrees to not use fentanyl 

around the child.

No promises

19

20



10/9/2025

10

Safety Plans Safety Planning

Six Domains Safety Threats Threshold Criteria In-Home Criteria Conditions for Return Plan

Safety Plan Safety Plan Review

30 days Is safety being managed?

Are the conditions for return met?

Are the threshold criteria still met?

ReviewPlan
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Six 
Domains

Safety Threat
& Criteria

In-Home 
Criteria

Conditions 
for Return

Safety, Services, Sustainability Safety v Change

Diminished Capacity        Enhanced Capacity

Managing Safety

Managing Change

Perm
anency

ReviewPlan Safety v Change

Safety, Services, Sustainability Safety v Change

Diminished Capacity                          Enhanced Capacity

Perm
anency

Six 
Domains

Safety Threat
Criteria Met

In-Home 
Criteria

Conditions 
for Return In-Home 

Criteria 
Met Safety Threat

Criteria 
Not Met

Managing Safety

Managing Change

ReviewPlan Safety v Change
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Safety, Services, Sustainability Safety v Change

Managing Safety

Managing Change

Sustainability

ReviewPlan Safety v Change

Safety, Services, Sustainability Sustainability

Sustainability
the confidence that a plan, condition, or 
change can be continued or maintained

SustainabilityReviewPlan Safety v Change

Sustainable Unsustainable
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Topics

Safety Threat 
Concepts

Type of Safety 
Plans

The Safety Plan Safety, Services, 
Sustainability

Thank you!

Child Safety & Permanency Programs
Child Welfare

27

28


