
What is the difference
between durable and
permanent guardianships?
Adoption has long been seen as the pinnacle of permanency planning when timely reunification is
not possible. But lately, families have been turning increasingly to guardianships. Guardianship can
often help children exit foster care more quickly than adoption. It is an effective way for children to
gain permanence in cases where the children want to return home eventually, but the parents need
more time than ASFA permits to remedy their jurisdictional issues. And, it is the permanency
solution favored by many tribes that do not permit their children to be adopted outside the tribe.
Permanent guardianship has the benefit of being as permanent as adoption throughout a child's
youth, and both types of guardianship provide a level of personalization and flexibility that adoption
can sometimes preclude.

The chart below outlines some of the differences and similarities between the two types of
guardianships available to youth in care in Oregon.
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