
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF ___________________
LONG DISTANCE OR OUT-OF-STATE PARENTING PLAN 
	Petitioner

and

Respondent
	)

)

)

)

)

)
)
)
	CASE NO. _______________________

LONG DISTANCE OR OUT-OF-STATE PARENTING PLAN

Proposed by:  ( Petitioner   ( Respondent

(  Agreed upon by both parents

(  Ordered by the Court


1. GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The parents’ names are                                   and                                         .

B. The Parenting Plan applies to the following child(ren):

NAMES 




AGE         

___________________________ 
________________________

___________________________ 
________________________

___________________________
________________________

___________________________
________________________

2. COURT POLICIES:

The Crook/Jefferson County Circuit Court’s policies concerning minimum parenting time where the non residential parent resides either out-of-state or more than 120 miles away from the county of the residential parent are as follows:

A. 
Parents are encouraged to try to reach their own agreements on parenting time. If they are unable to do so without assistance they should seek the assistance of a mediator.

When parents live long distance from each other, it poses many difficulties for the parents, but more for the child(ren).  It is not possible to create a long distance parenting time schedule that allows a child to spend a significant amount of time with the non residential parent.  This is especially true for younger children.  The court recognizes that the following schedule is limited and encourages the parents to increase the frequency of visits whenever economically possible. It is imperative that the non residential parent maintain regular and meaningful contact with the child between visits and that the residential parent fully cooperate to achieve this goal.  The court strongly recommends the use of e-mail, text, and Skype in addition to regular phone calls and letters. 

B. 
The court will use the general guidelines to set parenting time. The specific amount of parenting time will, of course, depend on the age of the child and the parties’ ability to pay for transportation costs. There should be sufficient parenting time to allow a meaningful relationship between the non residential parent and the child. It is especially important for the residential parent to allow the non residential parent regular communication with the child. The residential parent must also keep the non residential parent regularly advised of the child’s progress in school, social activities and so forth.

C. 
Absent some special economic or other special circumstances, each parent will share in the cost of transportation for parenting time. The share should be proportional to the parents’ respective income but other factors may also be considered such as which parent moved, why they moved, a parent’s other expenses, where other relatives live and other such factors. 

D. 
The residential parent will provide a letter/report to the other parent once every 60 days describing the child’s progress in school to include school photographs and examples of school work; the child’s activities, to include awards, photographs and so forth; and the child’s medical and general health condition.

E.
 A child younger than seven should not fly unaccompanied for parenting time.  A child seven and older may fly unaccompanied provided appropriate travel arrangements are made. A child under seven years of age shall not travel long distances for parenting time unless accompanied by a parent or mutually agreed upon adult.  A child seven years of age or older may travel alone, provided appropriate travel arrangements have been made.
3. MINIMUM PARENTING TIME:

A. At the non residential parent’s option. 

IN THE ALTERNATIVE

EITHER:

B. Between September 1 and December 1 of each year, one continuous seven-day period beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the first day and ending at 5:00 p.m. on the seventh day. Between February 1 and June 1 of each year, one continuous seven-day period beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the first day and ending at 5:00 p.m. on the seventh day;

OR

C. 
For each of the months of September, October, November, January, February, March, April and May, one period of four consecutive days beginning Friday at 3:00 p.m. and ending Monday at 5:00 p.m.  Also, the customary school spring vacation from 5:00 p.m. Friday to 5:00 p.m. on the following Sunday in every odd year.

Under either alternative:

a. 
The non residential parent shall give 30 days advance written notice of the times he/she will exercise parenting time.

b.
The parenting time shall be arranged insofar as possible to coincide with school in-service days and holidays.

c. 
If two periods of parenting time occur in one month (for example, the November four day parenting time and Thanksgiving), unless otherwise agreed by the parties, there shall be just one period - the longest period - of parenting time during that month.

D. In even years:

a. 
Thanksgiving Vacation from 7:00 p.m. Wednesday to 7:00 p.m. Sunday.

b. 
Winter School Vacation - from 3:00 p.m. on December 24, for a period of five days until 7:00 p.m. on the last day.

E.
 In odd years:

Winter School Vacation - from 6:00 p.m. the last school day before the holiday to 3:00 p.m. on December 24.

F. 
If there is a considerable distance and/or transportation cost, the non residential  parent will have full winter school holiday for two years and the residential  parent will have the winter school holiday for one year and so forth on an alternating basis.

G. 
The non residential parent will be entitled to six consecutive weeks between June 15 and August 20. However, where distance or transportation cost make it impossible for the parent to have regular parenting time during the year as described above, then the non residential parent will be awarded parenting time for the entire summer beginning at the start of the school holiday and ending two weeks before school begins.

H. 
If the non residential parent will be visiting the locality where the child resides, the non residential parent may have two (2) days parenting time to be exercised in that locality, provided he/she gives at least 20 days advance notice in writing, or may have one (1) day parenting time to be exercised in that locality if he/she gives less than 20 days advance notice in writing but at least seven (7) days advance notice in writing.
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