
Court Interpreter Services Continuing Education Event Registration 

Continuing Education Ethics Webinar: 

O r e g o n  J u d i c i a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  C o u r t  I n t e r p r e t e r  S e r v i c e s  

Ethical Considerations on 
the Role of the Interpreter 

On May 9, 2012 The Honorable Judge Thomas 
Ryan, Melanie DeLeon-Benham, and Carla Farrell 
will present:“Ethical Considerations on the Role 
of the Interpreter,” a two-hour Ethics Webinar 
sponsored by the Oregon Judicial Department. 

Court Interpreter Services is pleased to have the 
privilege of Judge Ryan joining us in a general 
discussion of the role of the interpreter. This will 
be an opportunity to get a judge’s perspective on 
different scenarios interpreters find themselves 
in. Don’t miss this exciting opportunity! 

Oregon Certified and Registered interpreters will 
earn 2 OJD Ethics continuing education (CE) 
credits.  

The Honorable Judge Ryan graduated from the 
University of Oregon Law School in 1987 and has 
lived in Portland since 1989.  Judge Ryan worked 
as a clerk for Judge Susan Graber at the Oregon 
Court of Appeals from 1987 to 1989 and worked 
as an attorney, and Chief Attorney for Metropoli-
tan Public Defender from 1989-2004. As a Hear-

ings Referee/Judge Pro Tem in Multnomah 
County Circuit Court from 2004-2007, Judge 
Ryan heard criminal arraignments, misdemeanor 
trials, small claims, and traffic cases. On Febru-
ary 28, 2007 Judge Ryan was appointed by Gov-
ernor Kulongoski to the Multnomah County Cir-
cuit Court Bench. Judge Ryan is currently as-
signed to the Family Law Department which is 
responsible for divorce cases, probate matters, 
some family violence criminal cases and juvenile 
matters. 

Melanie DeLeon-Benham, M.S., CI/CT, SC:L, 
NADIV, is the Certification and Training Coordina-
tor for Court Interpreting Services for the Oregon 
Judicial Department.  She has been working as a 
Sign Language interpreter for the past 17 years.  
She received an A.A. degree in Deaf studies from 
Seattle Central Community College, a B.S. in 
English/ASL Interpreting from Western Oregon 
University and a Masters degree in Rehabilitation 
Counseling: Deafness from Western Oregon Uni-
versity.  Additionally, she has 100 post graduate 
hours from Portland State University.  She has 

specialized in legal interpreting for the last seven 
years and is one of eight interpreters in the state 
of Oregon to hold a Specialized: Legal Certificate 
from RID.  Melanie has training as a mentor and 
enjoys working with interpreters of any language! 

Carla Farrell began working as a free-lance inter-
preter in Oregon courts in 2002, receiving her 
Master Level certification in 2004. She was hired 
as a staff interpreter in April 2005.  Carla worked 
for CBS News for 14 years, starting as a traffic 
expediter and moving on to become a news pro-
ducer covering revolutions, natural disasters and 
political upheavals worldwide.  In addition to 
being a news producer, she frequently acted as 
the on-site interpreter in grueling situations. She 
has lived and worked in many Central and South 
American countries, moving to Oregon in 1997. 
Carla has experience in CIS orientation presenta-
tions, webinars and continuing education presen-
tations and has worked extensively with the Certi-
fication and Training Program. 
 

Event: Ethical Considerations on the Role 
of the Interpreter Webinar 

Date: Wednesday May 9, 2012 
 5:30—7:30PM 

Cost: __$35.00 

Webinar: Instructions will be emailed out 
after registration closes  

Please return this form by mail    
or fax to: 

 
Court Interpreter Services 

410 NE 18th Ave 
Portland, OR 97232 

 

Name: 

Telephone: 

Mailing Address: 

Email Address: 

Payment Deadline: 3:00 PM, Friday May 4, 2012. No late or 
registrations will be accepted 

Language: 

Payment Methods: 
   Check Enclosed Payable to the  

Office of the State Court Adminis-
trator 

    Credit Card (We accept Visa or 
MasterCard only). You may place 
your credit card order by phone 
only. Call (503) 731-3283. Pay-
ment will be charged to your card 
upon receipt of order 

OJD Refund Policy: CIS does not 
offer refunds of any continuing 
education events sponsored by 
the Oregon Judicial Department. 
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