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Oregon courts move into a new 
electronic age: eCourts starts in 
Multnomah County 

 
Pictured here is a door leading to public-access terminals at the Multnomah County courthouse. (Aimee Green/The Oregonian) 

Multnomah County Circuit Court on Monday will become the 11th Oregon circuit court to shepherd in a new electronic 

court-records database that officials say should end the cumbersome and sometimes misplaced paper file. 

The state’s largest county is joining a growing list of others by leaving behind the state’s 35-year-old electronic database 

-- called the Oregon Judicial Information Network, known as OJIN, which has long been bemoaned as outdated and 

difficult to navigate. 

The new system, called the Oregon eCourt Case Information system, or OECI, for the first time next week in Multnomah 

County will allow judicial employees, attorneys, police and the general public -- at least from courthouse kiosks, for the 
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general public -- to view circuit court documents electronically. Those documents include parking tickets, traffic citations, 

lawsuits and plea agreements signed by criminal defendants. 

Currently under the old system, OJIN holds basic information about court dates and convictions or judgments, but it 

doesn’t include copies of court documents. Those have been kept in paper files. 

Officials estimate that state court employees handle an astonishing 50 million pieces of paper each year. 

Here are some answers to some frequently asked questions: 
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Will Multnomah County’s switch to eCourt cause any disruption to public access to court information? 

Yes, temporarily. Multnomah County’s switch officially begins Thursday at 5:30 p.m. It will require such a massive transfer 

of data that the entire state’s eCourt database -- used by 10 Oregon counties -- will be shut down and won’t be accessible 

over this weekend or the next. To read all of the details, visit the state’s eCourt website. 

This weekend, employees will begin the massive job of loading into the new system 2 million active case files from 

Multnomah County. After that, employees will load in 8 million inactive case files from Multnomah County -- with the goal 

of finishing by May 27. 

You mention “public courthouse kiosks.” What’s that about? I want to access court documents from my own 

computer. 

Unfortunately, for those looking for convenience, the eCourt system won’t let the general public view court files from their 

own computers or smartphones. Phil Lemman, a spokesman for the Oregon Judicial Department, said some court files 

contain confidential or sensitive information, such as birth dates and Social Security Numbers. ECourt designers are 

concerned about identity thieves finding automated ways to pluck information from court files. What’s more, Lemman says 

state and federal laws restrict how some information is shared. 
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“We’re just taking a cautious and deliberate approach before we open it up to everyone,” Lemman said. 

So someday, I might be able to view court documents from my own computer? 

Yes. But no specific date has been set. 

Will paper documents be used any more? 

On a very limited basis. Papers that are filed with the court will be scanned in, then shredded. The electronic version will 

become the official record. 

Will paper files be a thing of the past? 

Yes and no, at least for a while. The courts will still archive paper files for 75 years. But paper files won’t be created for 

new cases. 

When will the rest of Oregon’s 36 counties start using the eCourt database? 

All circuit courts will begin using the new database by mid-2016. Clackamas County is scheduled to make the switch in 

late 2015, and Washington County in early 2016. 

Check out an interactive map that shows the start dates in each county. 

Which circuit courts already use eCourt? 

Yamhill County was the first, starting in June 2012. Benton, Clatsop, Columbia, Crook, Jackson, Jefferson, Linn, Polk and 

Tillamook counties have all joined eCourts since. 

I get the sense that the eCourt database is a big deal. Can you give me some perspective? 

Officials started planning it 10 years ago. When it’s all said and done in 2016, they estimate it will have cost $93 million. 

-- Aimee Green 
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