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Hugh McIsaac served as a mediator for Clatsop and Tillamook Counties from 1998 to 2005. Previously, he 

was director of Family Court Services for Multnomah County Circuit Court from 1993 to 1998, when he 

retired to Manzanita, Oregon. Prior to that, he was the director of Family Court Services for Los Angeles 

County Superior Court in Los Angeles, California, from 1977 to 1993. 

 

McIsaac helped develop the dependency mediation program in Clatsop County, and the Collaborative 

Custody and Parenting Time Evaluation Panels in several counties.  He was editor of Family and 

Conciliation Courts Review from 1986 to 1998, and a Fulbright lecturer in New Zealand in 1986, where he 

helped implement New Zealand’s family law reforms.   

 

He trained mediators in England, Scotland and Denmark, and participated in the development of 

mandatory mediation and dependency mediation statutes in California. He served as a consultant to the California legislature and to 

courts in Florida, Vermont, Ohio and New York.   

 

McIsaac served as secretary of the Oregon Task Force on Family Law from 1994 to 1998, and on the Oregon State Family Law 

Advisory Committee from 1998 to 2005. He was co-author of the SFLAC Futures Report.  During his very active retirement, he served 

as Mayor of Manzanita. In 2005, he and his wife Chris returned to California. 

 


