
LINN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
FAMILY LAW ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 12, 2009 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Judge Bispham, Judge Murphy, Drew Reynolds, Torri Lynn, Sue McGuire, Laura Moller, Mitzi 
Maucler, Jennifer Potter, Bill Thallemer, Will Tucker, Jodie Peterson, Heidi Strickland 
 
Introductions 
Introductions were made and everyone identified their positions and their agency’s/business’ role.   
 
Overview of Court Programs 
Judge Murphy described Family and Juvenile Treatment Court.  He recently returned from Kentucky with 
new information and ideas for our program.  The program receives outstanding support from the 
community and county agencies.  Last August we began our Family Treatment Court program. Since 
then the program has had about 23-24 participants.  Only 3-4 participants have been terminated from 
this program. 
 
Judge Bispham provided a handout titled “Why Courts Matter”.   This handout includes a photo history 
which shows the facial deterioration of a woman using methamphetamines over a ten year period.  
Judge Bispham further explained drug and alcohol abuse often has a broad and long reaching affect on 
our community, including an increase in crime, more domestic violence, the abuse and neglect of 
children, and the breakdown of the family unit because of one or both parents’ addiction. Many of the 
children of these addicted parents become wards of the court.  
 
Judge Bispham also discussed our successful Domestic Violence (DV) court program.  When there is 
domestic violence, it affects the whole family unit.  This program orders abusers to attend treatment 
programs.  The DV court is designed to move cases through the system at a faster pace than a normal 
criminal case.  This program is funded through a federal grant.  However, the grant, thus the program 
funding, is about to end.  We are unclear at this time if there will be additional funds available for this 
program 
 
Laura Moller with Victim Services said the DV cases used to take about 83 days to process from 
beginning to sentencing. Now they take about 25 days.  Bill Thallemer, LBCC Vice President of Student 
Services and Governmental Affairs, asked questions about the grant and the availability of additional 
types of grants.   Laura Moller will bring more grant information to the next meeting. 
 
Judge Murphy explained that the Domestic Relations Mediation Program funds are depleting.  The 
demand for mediation services is going up and revenue is going down.  Under the state’s new waiver 
program, the courts are granting more waivers, therefore, cutting revenue in half.  The Mediation 
Commission is scheduled to meet in March to discuss reducing the cases assigned to mediation.  History 
has shown mediated agreements result in fewer disagreements later.  Cases going through the 
mediation program often do not go to a trial.  This saves a lot of docket time.  If we reduce the number 
of mediated cases, this would result in trials being set out further than they already are set.  Bill 
Thallemer said LBCC may have mediators to contribute to the program, but he would have to check on 
the requirements.   
 



LINN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
FAMILY LAW ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 12, 2009 
PAGE 2 OF 2 – MEETING MINUTES 
 
Judge Bispham explained that one special challenge for our court when handling family law cases, is the 
increasing number of self represented litigants. The number of family law petitions filed increased to 
72% in January 2009.  In 2008, the percentage of petitions filed by self-represented litigants was 65%.  
Judge Bispham and Heidi Strickland explained Heidi’s position, as Family Court Specialist, and how she 
assists by reviewing documents and helping the self represented litigants complete forms and navigate 
the legal system. 
 
Committee Goals: 
Judge Murphy gave a brief history of the previous Linn County Family Law Advisory Committee (LCFLAC).  
The original LCFLAC began meeting in 1996 or 1997. The Committee stopped meeting in 2002 when 
state funding for programs and the courts were deeply cut.  Judge Murphy informed us that as we 
restart the committee, we are again experiencing financial difficulties. He urges the committee to 
continue even during lean times, saying that we must not be too bleak.  There are a lot of goals which 
can be accomplished on limited funds through cooperation, collaboration and creative thinking.  Will 
Tucker, Linn County Commissioner said CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) provides a lot of 
services without a lot of funds.  He said it’s amazing how much you can do with little or no funds.   
 
Membership Recruitment: 
The committee was encouraged to think of other community members and agency representatives who 
should be considered for LCFLAC membership.  Some ideas were, representatives from CARDVA (Center 
Against Rape and Domestic Violence), ESD (Educational Service District), Boys & Girls Club, Senior 
Advocates and a member of the Peer Advisory group.  Judge Murphy also suggested considering 
representatives who are not connected to agencies, for example, business leaders, members from the 
Chamber of Commerce or other civic groups. 
 
Future Meetings: 
Judge Bispham will send a list of available dates for our next meeting. The date that is best for the 
greatest number of members will be selected for our next meeting. A notice with the date and time will 
be sent to everyone. 
 
 
 
 


