
October 2011 

Please e-mail comments, suggestions, announcements and articles to 
shary.k.mason@ojd.state.or.us 
 

JCIP Highlights 
 

"Through the Eyes of a Child" and "Model Court Day: Summit on Child Abuse and Neglect" 
 
Sixty eight judges attended the fourteenth "Through the Eyes of a Child" conference. Judges were then 
joined by invited members of their local JCIP Model Court/ dependency team and the eleven Casey 
Safe and Equitable Foster Care Reduction Teams for the fifth annual Summit, where judges and 
community stakeholders presented information on legal permanency, finding and engaging relatives 
and differential response to 295 attendees.  The conference agendas and materials are posted on the 
JCIP 
websitehttp://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/OSCA/cpsd/courtimprovement/jcip/EyesConference/2011/EyesXIV2011.
page?. 
 

2011 Chief Justice Juvenile Court Champion Award Recipients 

The Honorable Lisa Greif, Jackson County, and the Honorable Douglas Van Dyk, Clackamas County, 
were named 2011 Chief Justice Juvenile Court Champions. Judge Greif was recognized for her 
significant contributions over the past year to raise the profile and priority of child abuse and neglect 
cases in Oregon courts, and Judge Van Dyk was recognized for his  lifetime contributions in juvenile 
dependency and child welfare issues.  

     

http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/OSCA/cpsd/courtimprovement/jcip/index.page?
http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/OSCA/cpsd/courtimprovement/jcip/EyesConference/2011/EyesXIV2011.page?
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JCIP  Mini Grants 
 

JCIP was able to grant the following mini-grant requests during the most recent federal funding cycle:   
 

Clatsop County Family Drug Court's request for child care, incentives and support for drug court 
participants, and a facilitated retreat for Family Drug Court team members 

Multnomah County Family Court's request to improve their parent orientation process by providing 
coffee and snacks for parents in crisis and bus tickets for families without transportation 

The Office of Public Defense Service's request for program support for the Juvenile Law Training 
Academy 

Yamhill County's Treatment Court request for items and activities that promote pro-social behavior 
for their Family and Juvenile Drug Court Incentive Program 

Shoulder to Shoulder's request for program support 
Catholic Community Services'  request for support for their “Finding Your Future a Foster Youth 

Convening” 
Yamhill County's request for program support for their regional ICWA conference  
Funds for Judge Horner, Judge Collins and Judge Stauffer to attend the National Council of 

Juvenile and Family Court Judge's 74th Annual Conference,  
A pilot program to provide Apple I-Pads to juvenile court referees, allowing for more efficient 

preparation, quicker access to information during hearings, and as an aid in the implementation 
of eCourt. 

 
JCIP Mini CANI 
 
JCIP has applied for and received a mini grant to host a 2-day immersion program for Oregon judges 
who handle child abuse and neglect cases. This shorter version of the National Council of Juvenile and 
Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) annual Child Abuse and Neglect Institute (CANI) will be presented in 
December 2011 by an NCJFCJ CANI faculty member and a senior judge from Oregon. There are 15 
judges in 10 different counties new to the juvenile bench.  
Announcements 
   
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month - NCJFCJ recently published a "Checklist to 
Promote Perpetrator Accountability in Dependency Cases Involving Domestic Violence".  Download  
the checklist.  
 
Terry  Cross Receives Prestigious Award - Terry Cross founder and executive director of the 
National Indian Child Welfare Association received the Legacy Award of the Robert F. Kennedy 
Children's Action Corps.  Terry, a member of the Seneca Nation, was honored for “working tirelessly on 
behalf of American Indian and Alaskan Native children and families to develop and improve child 
welfare programs and for providing advocacy and helping to implement effective public policy.”   

From the Counties 

Clatsop, Columbia and Tillamook Counties: Staff from all three counties came back excited and 
dedicated to making services more culturally relevant for native children after attending the ICWA 
Conference at Kah-Nee-Ta. They are planning a regional training on ICWA and Active Efforts.  They 
post upcoming events such as pow wows and native teen gatherings on bulletin boards and share 
resources across counties.  Tillamoook County completed its first Visitation Project training.  This 
program uses community volunteers to supervise visitation for children in foster care.  They are 

http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/dept/fvd/pdf/checklist-to-promote-accountability.pdf
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engaging the faith community to provide facilities and volunteers to host visits.  They also had a 
successful training on their Family Finding Project, a project utilizing community members to locate 
family members for foster youth.   

Lane County: Jamie Hinsz, former Oregon foster youth who currently attends the U of O, started the 
Foster Care Advocacy Team, also known as F-Cat. They are collecting socks for foster children and 
hope to have at least one pair per foster child in Lane County.  Because they already have more than 
800 pairs, Hinsz says they now aim to collect enough back packs to give to each child in care.  Judge 
Henry is planning a training for her court community on ICWA, Standards and Practices for Children in 
Dependency Cases, and Courts Consulting with Children.  Lane County is one of the newest Casey 
Safe and Equitable Foster Care Reduction Teams. 
 
Lincoln County: Judge Sanders is working on the creation of a "Forever Home" in Lincoln County. The 
Forever Home concept was started in Marion County in 1998 by Catholic Community Services. They 
now have 7 homes. The idea is to have a home for foster children with an APPLA permanency goal 
and little likelihood of a more permanent goal where the foster child remains in the home and if anyone 
moves it is the foster parent. Judge Sanders recently organized and provided training for her model 
court team on Relatives, ICWA, Sex Offender Treatment, and Services for Youth Aging Out of Care. 

 
Malheur  County: Judge Sullivan  and Judge Pratt are planning a training for their model court team on 
immigration issues at the Four Rivers Cultural Center in Ontario on November 7, 2011.  Oscar Herrera,  
Dave Smith and Richard Ginsburg will present.  There will also be presentations on local community 
services and new legislation, and Victor Esponda from the Mexican Consulate in Boise, Idaho will 
speak.   
 
Multnomah County: Multnomah County's Model Court subcommittee painted the Child Friendly 
Space. The Committee has also finalized a Best Interest Finding Protocol and accompanying checklist 
for making school decisions for children in foster care.  Portland, Omaha and LA were research sites 
studying the impact of the The Courts Catalyzing Change (CCC) Benchcard. Research from the 
NCJFCJ indicates Portland had very good outcomes, particularly true for parent engagement and 
returning children home quickly.  National research regarding the CCC Benchcard is expanding, and 
Oregon will continue to be a part of it.  Jackson and Washington counties are research sites 
implementing the CCC Benchcard.  All community stakeholders were provided training by the NCJFCJ 
that featured Implicit Bias and Disproportionality.  Marion and Klamath counties are serving as 
comparison counties for the research.  The bench card and research report can be found at the 
NCJFCJ website.  
 
Umatilla County: Judge Pahl and Judge Waller joined tribal Judge William Johnson, Confederated 
Tribes of Umatilla, and Lauren Lester, attorney for Warm Springs, to present a workshop session at the 
ICWA Conference, "Embracing Our Traditions: Taking Responsibility for Our Indian Children and 
Families" held at Kah-Nee-Ta. 
 
Yamhill County: Yamhill County held a very successful regional ICWA training with over 100 people in 
attendance.  Judge Easterday invited the Grand Ronde tribe to participate in planning  the training.  The 
tribe had its Rainbow Girls perform during the opening ceremonies and tribal Judge Suzanne 
Townsend delivered a presentation on the history behind the Act.  A mock case was used during the 
training and panelists consisting of: tribal and state child welfare staff, counsel, and the Department of 
Justice, answered questions about the case. Judge Easterday is now planning a training on 
representation of children.   
 

http://uoalumni.com/redirect.aspx?linkID=4346&eid=96975
http://www.ncjfcj.org/content/view/1499/347/
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Training, Conferences, and Resources 
 

Shoulder to Shoulder Conference: Jerry Tello and  Leigh Anne Jasheway will be featured speakers 
at this year's thirteenth annual Shoulder to Shoulder conference being held on November 1, 2011 at the 
Oregon Convention Center.  The cost of the conference is $60 before 10/21/2011 and $80 after. 
Information is available on-line at http://www.orparc.org/ 
 
Fostering Hope Closing the Gap Summit: Chief Justice Paul De Muniz is the official spokesperson 
for Fostering Hope, a neighborhood based family support initiative operating in the Mid-Willamette 
Valley.  He and Senator Jackie Winters are convening a Summit scheduled for October 25 at the Kroc 
Center in Salem.  Leading experts on promoting optimum child development and reduction of child 
maltreatment will present.  
 
A Guide on Engaging Fathers: A Guide on Engaging Fathers for Attorneys Representing Public Child 
Welfare Agencies is now available.  To download a copy of this or companion briefs for children's 
attorneys or CASAs, go to: http://fatherhoodqic.org/agency_attorney_brief_proof.pdf.  

 
Juvenile Law Reader: The August/September 2011 Reader is now available on the Youth, Rights & 
Justice website. 

 
Free Online Tutorials: The National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare offers free online 
tutorials for professionals in substance abuse treatment, child welfare and the family courts. Continuing 
Education and Continuing Legal Education Units are available upon successful completion of each 
tutorial. http://www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov/training/ 
 
New Education Data Available: The National Working Group on Foster Care and Education has 
updated its research and fact sheet on education data for children and youth in foster care.  The 
Fostering Connections to Success Act of 2008 (PL 110-351) requires states to assure that a child in 
care will remain in their same school when it is in the child’s best interest. The law also requires states 
to provide immediate enrollment in a new school when a child does have to transfer. The re-
authorization of Promoting Safe and Stable Families includes a clarification that education rights apply 
to all placements. Data indicates over 63 percent of children in foster care experience more than one 
placement while in care. Read the fact sheet online. 
 
Going Beyond the Vision: Casey Family Programs' annual report highlights effective and innovative 
practices in child welfare, while putting a human face on the issues. The report revolves around the 
themes of safe children, stable families and supportive communities. Going Beyond the Vision 
introduces: 

A Minnesota family that has been able to stay together because of an innovative child welfare 
practice intensely focused on keeping a baby safe.    

A young woman in Florida who illustrates why having a permanent family is important for older 
youth in foster care.  

A community in California that views its child welfare obligations in a holistic way.  Go here to view 
the report. 

 
Child Welfare and Technology : A series of articles about social media and networking, and the 
impact on adoption and foster care can be found at: 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ssw/cascw/attributes/PDF/publications/CW360_2011.pdf  
 

http://www.orparc.org/
http://fatherhoodqic.org/agency_attorney_brief_proof.pdf
http://www.jrplaw.org/Documents/yrjreaderv8i4.pdf
http://www.americanhumane.org/children/stop-child-abuse/advocacy/educationfostercareresearchdatasheetjuly2011-00005200.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=yruqebdab&et=1105465873331&s=117&e=001uZG30RbukSwig2G7d7HL1XWD84bp_JQ191BhpgJMXoL_OH1EZCHxWfoEnnN-U0ofWsoakVp3znrZsf_frapr3YzfzzlGmQ4z-UPYXydpWZWZCrDqVINY3LBYzYZPe-D7pSPDa7m5sN_pMymNCHCmWn6UuRrUaB4JolrkVStaV0c=
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Community Partner Corner 
 
Casey Partnership Expands 
 
Josephine, Lane and Umatilla Counties applied and were accepted into the next phase of Oregon's 
Safe and Equitable Foster Care Reduction (SEFCR) efforts. They join Coos, Deschutes, Jackson, 
Malheur, Marion, Multnomah, Tillamook and Washington counties.  SEFCR teams in each of these 
counties have set goals and developed strategies to safely reduce the number of children in foster care 
by 20%, reduce the number of children entering care by 10%, increase the number of children exiting 
care by 20%, increase relative placements by 50%, and reduce disproportionality.  

 
Mickey Lansing  and Ingrid Swenson  Retire  
 

Mickey Lansing  Ingrid Swenson 
 
Mickey Lansing, Executive Director of the Oregon Commission on Children and Families for the last 
seven years, has retired.  She served the commission on the local, regional and state levels for 22 
years.  Mickey was instrumental in bringing the SEFCR Initiative to Oregon and fostering the 
partnership between DHS, OJD, and Casey Family Programs.  The Governor has asked Deputy 
Director Iris Bell to serve as interim transition director of the agency during this final year before the 
state agency is scheduled to sunset.  
 
Ingrid Swenson, Executive Director of Public Defense Services and JCIP Advisory Council member, 
retired after a long career in public defense in both California and Oregon.  Ms. Swenson was 
employed as a staff attorney with Metropolitan Public Defender Services, Inc. for 18 years.  She was 
then Council for the Senate Judiciary Committee from 1989 to 1991 and was lobbyist for the Oregon 
Criminal Defense Lawyers Association for eight years. Ms. Swenson has worked for the  office for 
Public Defense Services since 2003, first as General Counsel and then as Executive Director.   Nancy 
Cozine has been selected as the new Executive Director.  
 
Contact us:  
Juvenile Court Improvement Program  
1163 State St., 
Salem, OR 97301 
(503) 986-5618 
JCIP.info@ojd.state.or.us 

http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/children/beyondfc/index.shtml

