
Restorative Services Overview 

Introduction 
Any juvenile that is found by a court (based on a forensic evaluation by a certified evaluator) to be unfit 
to proceed to trial, and likely to be able to gain or regain fitness, will be referred to restorative services. 
Restorative services consist of psycho-educational curricula designed to address the specific needs for a 
youth to gain or regain fitness to proceed.  Restorative services are designed to be administered at, or 
close to, the youth’s current setting.   
 
Components 
Restorative Service Provider: 
The restorative service provider will be a trained community mental health provider contracted by OHA. 
They will coordinate services related to fitness to proceed and administer the educational components 
of restorative services.  Each restorative service provider will cover a designated area and will travel to 
where the referred youth is located.  
 
Restorative Service Plan: 
The service provider will design a specifically tailored restorative service plan for each youth based on 
identified deficiencies in his or her fitness to proceed. The service provider will use the original forensic 
evaluation and will review relevant records such as the individual’s mental health, substance abuse, 
educational, medical, developmental, and pyscho-social histories to identify appropriate interventions. 
Restorative service plans may contain any combination of mental health, psychiatric, and educational 
interventions according to the needs of the individual to gain or regain fitness. 
 
Case planning/management: The service provider will manage a referred youth’s case in every aspect 
related to the youth’s fitness to proceed. This includes crafting a specifically tailored restorative service 
plan for each referred individual.  The restorative service provider will craft an individualized restorative 
service plan for each youth, based on his or her deficiencies in fitness.  The service provider will 
coordinate all fitness-related appointments for mental health, medical, and educational sessions with 
the referred youth.  The service provider will also report on the services provided to each individual and 
the progress observed. 
 
Educational Component: Each referred youth will complete an educational curriculum designed to 
establish a working knowledge of the legal process, legal rights of a defendant, courtroom personnel, 
the lawyer-client relationship, as well as other important lessons necessary for the youth to participate 
in trial.  Educational services will be provided in a setting conducive to the youth’s current placement 
two to three times per week for one to three hours per session. 
 
Duration 
Restorative services will be delivered in ninety day episodes.  Towards the end of each ninety day 
period, the restorative service provider will submit a report on the youth’s progress in the services to 
the court.  The report will be joined by an up to date forensic evaluation.  The judge will review the 
service providers report and the new forensic evaluation to determine the youth’s fitness to proceed. If 
the youth is found to remain unfit to proceed after a ninety day period and there remains substantial 
probability that he or she will be restored to fitness, the youth may be referred to another ninety day 
episode.  A youth cannot remain in restorative services for more than three years, or a period longer 
than the maximum commitment if the petition had been adjudicated. 



Referrals 
Referrals and questions can be sent to Alex Palm, Juvenile Fitness to Proceed Coordinator with Oregon 
Health Authority. Once a referral is received, a restorative service provider close to the referred youth’s 
current placement will be assigned to the case. The provider will then begin to coordinate with the 
youth, youth’s family, and parties relevant to the youth’s case in order to begin administering 
restorative services.  
 

Telephone: (503) 947.5524 
Fax: (503) 947.5043 
Email: alex.j.palm@state.or.us 
Address:  500 Summer St 
Salem, OR 97301 

 


