
Advice of Rights and Important Matters- Model Dependency Narrative for Use by Judge
You have certain rights as the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the child.  These rights include:

· You have the right to have a lawyer help and represent you in the proceeding.  If you cannot afford one and qualify for a court appointed attorney, the Court will appoint one to represent you.  A lawyer can look at the files and reports in your child’s case, talk to Child Welfare (DHS) and other service providers and agencies, tell you about the law, help you understand your rights and obligations, and help you at court hearings.  

· You have the right to attend all hearings regarding your child.

· You have the right to view and get copies of the evidence and records Child Welfare intends to rely on in proceedings concerning your child. 

· You have the right to a hearing, and to make Child Welfare prove that the allegations of the petition they have filed concerning your child are true.  At that hearing, you have the right to confront and question any witnesses who testify in court, to require witnesses to attend and testify on your behalf by having subpoenas issued by the Court requiring their attendance, and you have the right to testify if you wish.
If you admit the allegation(s) contained in the petition or the allegation(s) is/are proven to be true after a hearing, then your child can be made what is called “a ward of the court.”  This means that the Court would have the authority to decide where and with whom your child lives and what you will have to do in order for your child to be returned to or remain in your care.

Other important considerations:
· Keep the Court, your attorney, and Child Welfare advised in writing as to your current mailing address and a phone number where you can be reached.  The address you give to the Court will be used for all notices of further Court hearings.  If it is not an address where you regularly check and receive your mail, you may miss an important hearing and your rights and interests as a parent could be affected.
· Complete the paperwork DHS will provide you concerning your child/children’s Native American heritage.  
· Please advise DHS of any relatives that may be of assistance to you and your child.

· If you are asking the Court to appoint an attorney, you should immediately complete the court appointed attorney application if you have not already done so.  Your delay in either hiring an attorney or completing the application for a court appointed attorney will not be grounds for a continuance of any Court hearing.    
· It is at all times your responsibility to contact and stay in touch with your attorney.  Do not play “phone tag” with your attorney.  Keep calling until you can schedule an appointment with him/her.  Any delay in getting in touch with your attorney will not be considered a reason for delaying any Court hearing concerning your child.   [image: image1]
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