8/12/2015

Engaging Children in Court

N

Introduction:

For a number of years Oregon Juvenile Courts
have implemented procedures to ensure
children and youth are consulted regarding
their permanency.

So you have the kids in the court how is it
going?
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Engaging Children in Court...

What is the down side to having children
In Court??
Some children leave court believing they are in
charge of their permanency plan.

When children hear descriptions of their
behavior this can be very disturbing for them.

Some children are annoying and disruptive,
Right!
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Engaging Young Toddlers(Ages 1-3) &
Preschoolers (Ages 3-5)In the Courtroom

Communicating with the child during the hearing:
Keep language simple and age appropriate
Speak slowly and allow the child time to process the information.
Use concrete terms.
Use names of the people involved instead of pronouns.

Stop at regular intervals to ask the child if they understand and if they
have any questions.

Observe the child’s behavior and appearance:

How does the child interact and respond to caregivers, parents, and
guardians?

Ob%erl\ie the child’s demeanor when answering the questions (if they are
verba

+ Who does the child look to for help in answering the questions?

American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law

Engaging Young School-Age Children
(Ages 5-11) In the Courtroom

Communicating with the child during the
hearing:

Keep language simple and age

appropriate

Talk with the child about their interests, likes,
and dislikes.

If helpful, offer to have a conversation in
chambers.

Provide an age-appropriate list of legal
terms to the child before court to which
they may refer to during the hearing.

Avoid legal jargon and acronyms

Encourage the child to ask questions,
particularly if they don’t understand a
question or statement.

Answer one question at a time

Recognize cultural differences in language
Avoid abstract questions

Praise the child’s accomplishments

American Bar Association Center on Children and the
Law
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Engaging Young School-Age Children (Ages
5-11) In the Courtroom

Observe the child’s behavior and appearance:

Observe the child’s interactions with caregivers, parents, and
guardians

- Does the child look to them for help, support, advice, etc.?

Observe the child’s physical appearance and health.
Is the child appropriately dressed?

Does the child look well-nourished?

Does the child have appropriate personal hygiene?

American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law

Engaging Young School-Age Children
(Ages 5-11) In the Courtroom

Observe the child’s body language.

Be mindful of signs that the child
may be frustrated or
overwhelmed.

American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law
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Communicating with the youth during the
hearing: Are they listening????

Keep language simple and age appropriate

during the court hearing.

Talk with the youth about their interests, likes,
and dislikes.

If helpful offer to have a conversation in
chambers.

Provide an age-appropriate list of legal
terms to the child before court to which
he/she may refer during the hearing.

Avoid legal jargon and acronyms.

Encourage the youth to ask questions,
particularly if he/she doesn’t understand a
question or statement.

Avoid abstract questions.

Ask direct questions, but add “if you were in
charge”

Praise the youth’s accomplishments

Engaging Adolescents (Ages 12-16+) In the Courtroom

American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law

Courtroom

Observe the youth’s behavior and appearance.

- Does the youth look to them for help, support, advice?

Observe the youth’s physical appearance and health.
Is the youth appropriately dressed?
Does the youth look well-nourished?
Does the youth have appropriate personal hygiene?

American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law

Engaging Adolescents (Ages 12-16+) In the

Observe the youth’s interactions with caregivers, parents, and guardians.
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We Think We Are Communicating But We
May Not Be Understood.....

What Are Things that Can Complicate

Communication?

The child’s chronological and emotional age are not the
same

If the child was traumatized by a parent they may fear
bfein_(é)I near the parent but not want to say they are
afraid.

If the child was exposed prenatally to drugs and/or
alcohol their brain development has been impacted

If the child experienced neglect during critical brain
development again their development is impacted.

Just to name a few......
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3 Year Old Children

Photo courtesy of Sterling Clarren,
MD

Summar Yy Of Cffects Of prenatal dfl.lg CXpOSUIC: % LIMITED OR NO DATA AVAILABLE

Nicotine Alcohol Marijuana  Opiates Cocaine Methamphetamine

Short-term effects/birth outcomes
Fetal growth Effect Strong effect No effect Effect Effect Effect

Anomalies No consensus on effect Strong effect No effect No effect No effect No effects

Withdrawal No effects No effects No effects Strong effects No effects €

Neurobehavior Effects Effects Effects Effects Effects Effects
Long-tern effects

Growth No consensus on effect Strong effect No effect No effect No consensus on effect &

Behavior Effect Strong Effect Effect Effect Effect &

Cognition Effect Strong Effect Effect No consensus Effect &

on effect

Language Effect Effect No Effect b No consensus on effect &

Achievement Effect Strong Effect Effect 3 No consensus on effect &3
—_—
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Symptoms of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum

Disorders
*Attention deficits «Difficulty learning from consequences
*Memory deficits slmmature social behavior
*Hyperactivity sInappropriately friendly to strangers
«Difficulty with abstract concepts sLack of control over emotions
sInability to manage money *Poor impulse control
*Poor problem solving skills *Poor judgment

Communication ldeas.....

Give more time then you think needed for the
child/youth to process information

Be Concrete

(What is abstract?)

- Time, (strangely) money, math, Love, belonging, adoption,
feelings, the law. Basically concepts with no physical
referents.

Explain complicated concepts in a simple way.
One sound bite not paragraphs.

Be curious (I wonder what this child means??)

10



Lo
—
o
N
N
N
—
~
0




8/12/2015

Engaging Children in Court

Resources

Overview of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders for Mental Health
Professionals

American Bar Association Center on Children and The Law.

Tools for Engaging Children in Their Court Proceedings:

Guidelines for Consulting with Children
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