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Tried and True Methods
for Timely Resolution of
TPR Petitions

Through the Eyes of a Child

The Method

o Tight Timelines

0 Multiple Oppbrtunities' for Settlément

o Involvement of Multiple Judges
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Timelines

Resolve Petition in 60 Days

o At shelter set admit/deny within
30 days.

o At A/D resolve or set for trial within
60 days of shelter.
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Set Future Dates at Disposition

o At disposition set reviews, CRB hearing and
initial permanency hearing:

o 15t Review 4 months from shelter.

o CRB within 6 months of shelter.

o 2" Review 9 months from shelter.

0 15t Permanency 11 months from shelter:
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Early Permanency Hearing

o Initial Permanency Hearing set at 11
months :
o Tuesdays 2:00 - 5:00
0. Plan only changed if parties agree.
o If a party contests the plan change, a

contested Permanency Hearing is set
within 30 days.

o Contested Permanency Hearing set at 12
months from shelter.

Barriers to Timeliness

o Failure to timely address ICWA

o Missing father(s)

o Late psychological testing

o Vacations
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Post Permanency Hearing
o TPR Prelim set approximately 30 days from date
plan changed to adoption.
o At prelim on TPR Petition set settlement
conference, pretrial, and trial dates:
o0 These dates are set on a bi-monthly basis.

o Trials are set the second week of every other
month.

o Pretrials are set the Monday before trial week.

o Settlement Conferences are set approx. 30 days
before the pretrial.
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~ Timely TPR Trials

0 The minimum time from TPR Prelim to
trial is approximately 35 days.

o The inaximurh time fro'm TPR Prélim to
trial is approximately 100 days.

o Set overs are rarely granted.

Multiple Opportunities
for Settlement

0 -8
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Settlement Conference

o 2" “neutral” judge conducts the settlement
conference.

o DOJ required to prepare a settlement
conference letter outlining case pros/cons.

o Parties and lawyers required to attend.

o Judge may be allowed to speak directly to the
parties.

o Stipulations/Relinquishments accepted at time
of settlement conference.

Pretrial Conference

0 3" judge conducts the pretrial conference.

o Parties and lawyers required to attend.

0 Judge may be allowed to speak directly to
the parties.

o Stipulations/Relinquishments accepted at
time of pretrial or at 1:00 any day before
trial.
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Trial Week

o Parties and lawyers required to attend first -
day of trial week.

o Trial dates set and parties advised of
settlement opportunities. :

0 Judge speaks directly to the parties.

o Stipulations/Relinquishments accepted up
until first witness called.

The Results
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JCIP Statistics

o Average time to 15t Permanency Hearing
o 300 days

o 1stquarter 2014 Marion County
o Time between filing TPR Petition and Resolution

0 81% under 6 months
o 1stquarter 2014 Marion County

o Average time from filing Dependency Petition to TPR
Petition Resolution
o 582 days (17 ¥ months)

o 1stquarter 2014 Marion County

Tracy A. Prall

Marion County Circuit Court
(503).588-5030
tracy.a.prall@ojd.state.or.us
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