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Implementing Odyssey in Juvenile Cases 
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August 12, 2013 
 
Odyssey provides two ways to work with cases: Odyssey Production (OP) and Judge’s 
Edition (JE). OP is used primarily by staff and offers the greatest access to data on 
cases and documents. It is less buggy than JE and normally responds quickly. JE is 
used primarily by judges on the bench; it is set up to display only the cases that are on 
the judge’s docket that day. It is easier to use on the bench but it can be more buggy 
and it responds more slowly. It is critical for judges to become familiar with using both 
systems.  
 
Person Based System 
 
Odyssey is person based, not case based. You can easily search for a case by parties’ 
name, attorney’s name, or case number. All cases are also linked to all related cases. 
You can easily jump from one case to another and back again.  
 

Pro: this makes it easier to find cases and related cases and is quick and helpful 
on the bench.  
 
Con: for those of us accustomed to a family based system (outside of OJIN) this 
is not as helpful.  

 
Note Taking 
 
The judge can take notes or comments on a case in JE. These notes can be private 
only to the judge, or can be open to other OJD staff and judges. The notes are never 
visible to the public. Each note is in a separate “document” attached to the file so you 
have to open them all individually to see their full content. This is a downside for long 
and complex cases. Making notes however is easy and quickly done. The notes are 
made to look like a Post-It Note. 
 
Ribbons 
 
JE allows you to assign a colored ribbon to any document in the case. These ribbons 
can identify the type of document so you can quickly scan the field of thumbnails for 
documents so that you can see which document you want. Here is the ribbon system 
we use in Linn County: 
 
Purple: all forms of initiating documents including petitions, complaints, and motions. 
Red: admissions and pleas in criminal and juvenile delinquency cases. 
Yellow: Release agreements in criminal juvenile delinquency cases.  
Blue: all judgments and orders. 
Green: all responses and answers other than covered in red. 
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Orange: no assignment; each judge uses this color as he wishes. 
 
A judge can assign a ribbon color to documents at any time as well as change the color 
or cancel it. While a county need not use the same color scheme by all judges Linn 
County finds that useful. Also, a judge can search JE to find documents by date of filing 
or document type or name.  
 
Favorites 
 
You can configure JE to put certain types of documents in a field at the top of the page 
so they are easy to find. For example you could have “petitions” configured as a favorite 
and they would always appear at the top. You can configure each judge’s computer 
differently or all the computers in the court the same.  
 

Caveats: first it is important to be very selective about what you make a favorite 
because if you designate too many favorites then the top of the page becomes 
as cluttered as the main field and you will not see anything more quickly. Second, 
configuring these favorites is laborious and difficult. In Linn County we have not 
even had time as yet to do so more than on one or two document types. 

 
 
Reports 
 
Odyssey has the capacity to generate many reports on case management. This was 
one of the big advantages of the system. Unfortunately so far it is not doing this. There 
is a technical problem. We are assured that it will be resolved before long and we will 
then have these case management reports available to us.  
 
Time Standards 
 
OP has the ability to set time standards. On a state wide basis the statutory time 
standards are already programmed into OP. These include the 60 day jurisdiction 
deadline, the annual review deadline and the TPR deadline. Local courts can add more 
time standards as they choose.  
 
Forms 
 
JCIP has configured the four main dependency forms for use in Odyssey. They include 
the shelter order, the jurisdiction/disposition judgment, the permanency judgment and 
the review hearing judgment. They are not as yet operational although we look forward 
to having them on line soon. There are pros and cons to using the Odyssey forms: 
 

Pros: Odyssey forms are automatically filled in with party information, case 
numbers, etc. This eliminates staff and judge time to do these tasks. The forms 
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are easily launched in OP and completed. At present they must be printed and 
signed however within a year or so judges will be able to electronically sign them.  
 
Cons: Odyssey forms are not easily changed and have less flexibility. It is much 
more difficult to paste text into them. They have not yet been field tested and so 
we are not sure yet what all the pros and cons will be.  

 
Case Management 
 
OP and JE will allow judges to manage cases on an individual person basis. It is not 
easy however to manage cases on a family basis. For those courts that have adopted a 
one judge/one family system Odyssey is not particularly helpful to this form of case 
management.  
 
In Linn County we set up a simple yet very effective case management system for 
judges and staff for Juvenile Dependency cases using Microsoft Word. It is far more 
user friendly and robust than anything that OJIN could do and is also better than 
anything that Odyssey can do.  
 
The simple explanation is that we have a dedicated “drive” on a server to which all staff 
and judges have access. On that drive we have a “file” in MS Word for every “case”. A 
case is either a single petition if there is only one petition for the child and no siblings or 
is a bundle number if there are multiple siblings or petitions. The judge and staff use this 
file to record information about each hearing and to generate documents. Judgments 
and orders are kept in a separate folder on this drive and hyper linked to the child’s file 
so that they are easily launched on the computer. We have found this to be a great way 
to keep notes so that the judge knows exactly what is going on in the case. Attached is 
a sample of one of those files for illustration purposes.  
 
Viewing Documents 
 
All documents are stored in Odyssey as TIF files, that is as image files. They cannot be 
changed. How you view the documents depends on how they are loaded into Odyssey. 
For cases that were either (1) converted from another digital storage system such as 
Lazerfische or (2) are scanned in bulk without document labeling the documents for an 
entire file will be in one image with no index. You will have to scroll down through all the 
documents to fine the one you are looking for. Ribbons and Favorites will not work with 
these documents. If the documents are scanned in individually with document entry 
labels than they appear separately and both Ribbons and Favorites work. To the extent 
that you can it is imperative that your court enters documents individually and that you 
minimize or avoid bulk image dumps.  
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The Future 
 
Odyssey is still in the end part of the initial implementation stages. There are still bugs 
to be worked out and a number of functionalities are not yet operational. Once it is fully 
operational it will make case viewing and document viewing far easier than OJIN and 
will allow judges to look at the “file” of a case on the bench even more easily than can 
be done with a paper file.  
 
Prepared by: 
Hon. Daniel R. Murphy 
Linn County Circuit Judge 

 
SAMPLE MS WORD FAMILY CASE MANAGEMENT FILE – LINN COUNTY 

(Names have been changed) 
 

JUDGE’S NOTES 
LINN COUNTY JUVENILE COURT DEPENDENCY CASE 

(SB 408/ASFA) REVISED 02.01.08 
 

ICWA 
 
Date file created: 10.18.12 (lo) 
Conversion to MS Date:  
Closed Date:  
 
[Content between double lines is heading for orders. Yellow portions completed by JA on file creation. Grey areas for judge.] 

 
In the Matter of:  Bundle #: FC 927 
Child’s Name: DOB: JDIS: Petition: File Status: 
SMITH, KAYDEN L. 01.21.12 J120414 12167J(1)  
SMITH, KHLOE M. 01.21.12 J120415 12168J(1)  
 
Date of Removal:  10.11.12 FTC#  Track: I Judge Assignment:  Judge Murphy 
 

 

Deschutes County Cases: FAPA case in 12AB0430 and a custody case in 12DS0844 

 
Linn County Tracking Sheet  
A. Date of Removal 10.11.12 
B. (A+1 day) Shelter Hearing  
C. (B+ 30 days) Admit/Deny Deadline  
D. (B+60 days) Jurisdiction Deadline 12.11.12 
D1. Actual Date of Jurisdiction 03.08.13 
E. CRB Review (A+ Six Months) 04.11.13 
F. CRB Review (E + Six Months)  
G. Court Permanency Hearing 
(D+11 months or A+13 months whichever is less) 

11.11.13 
 

H. CRB Review (G+ 6 months)  
I. Court Permanency Hearing (G+12 months)  
 
Child/Attorney Date of Removal Mother/Attorney Father/Attorney 
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SMITH Bruce / Boytano 10.11.12 Shannon JONES / Kane Jessie SMITH / Siddell 
SMITH Bruce / Boytano 10.11.12 Shannon JONES / Kane Jessie SMITH / Siddell 
 
Child: Current Plan / Date of 

Achievement 
Concurrent Plan / Date 
of Achievement 

Date of Last Change 

Kayden    
Khloe    
Plan Types: PP=place with parent; MP=maintain with parent; A=adoption; G=guardianship; RP=relative placement; PPLA=planned permanent 
living arrangement. 
 
Case Classification: 

Physical abuse Sexual abuse Untreated SO Neglect Risk exposure 

Drugs/Alcohol Domestic violence Unexplained injury Failure to thrive Injury to sibling 

Fail to protect Hazardous home Out of control Mental Illness - 
parent 

Mental Illness B 
child 

other: Non custodial 
parent 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

JUDGE’S NOTES ON J DRIVE 
 

DATE: JUDGE: COMMENT: 
10.18.12 TAM SHELTER CARE HEARING; TEMP CARE/CUSTODY TO DHS;  

SETTLEMENT CONF SET 11/15/12 @ 10:00 A.M. 
  JURISDICTION ORDERS\2012\FC927-JURISDICTION JUDGMENT.doc 
  DISPOSITION ORDERS\2012\FC927-DISPOSITION JUDGMENT.doc 
11.05.12 DRM SENT EMAIL TO JUDGE ALTA BRADY IN DESCHUTES COUNTY TO CONFER 

ON MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE DESCHUTES COUNTY CUSTODY CASE AND 
FAPA CASE WITH OUR JUV CASE. AWAITING RESPONSE. 
 
Deschutes County Cases: FAPA case in xxxxxxxx and a custody case in 
xxxxxx.  

12.21.12 DRM PRETRIAL CONFERENCE 
COURT CONSOLIDATES CASES IN LINN COUNTY; DRM TO DO ORDER;  
MOTHER MIGHT MAKE ADMISSIONS BUT IF FATHER WANTS TRIAL SHE 
WILL REQUEST TRIAL; FATHER NOT HERE NOR HIS ATTORNEY; SET FOR 
TRIAL:  
 
02-07 AT 11 AM 
02-13 FOR TRIAL  
 
PERMANENCY ORDERS FOR COURT\2012\DECEMBER 21\BRUCE-FC927-
CONSOLID ORDER.doc 

2.12.13 DRM CONFERRED WITH JUDGE WELLS ASHBY IN DESCHUTES COUNTY; 
AGREED TO CHANGE VENUE ON RELATED DOM REL CASES TO LINN AND 
CONSOLIDATE.  
 
PERMANENCY ORDERS FOR COURT\2013\FEBRUARY 12\BRUCE-JF14E-
CONSOLIDATION ORDER.doc 

 


