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Federal Laws Impacting Child Welfare    (Updated 7-9-09) 
 
Name of Law Web Site with full text of Law Useful links 
 
Fostering Connections to 
Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act (2008) (P.L. 
110-351) 

 
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=h110-6893 
 

 
http://www.casey.org/NR/rdonlyres/B09702FA-C1BC-4568-81D5-
C6CE7D1CA2D0/821/foster_connect1.pdf 
 
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/data/new-
help-for-children-raised-by-grandparents-other-relatives.html 
 
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/adoptionhr6893.htm 
 

Children and Family Services 
Improvement Act (2006) (P.L. 
109-288) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=s109-3525 
 

http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/pssfsummary06.htm 
 
http://www.clasp.org/publications/summary_cfsia.pdf 
 

Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act (2006) (P.L. 
109-248) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=h109-4472 
 

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/Adam-
Walsh.html 
 
http://www.childfocuspartners.com/images/AdamWalsh.final.pdf 
 

Safe and Timely Interstate 
Placement of Foster Children 
Act (2006) (P.L. 109-239) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=h109-5403 
 

http://icpc.aphsa.org/Home/Doc/IM-Safe_and_Timely.pdf 
 
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/P.L.109-239.html 
 

Deficit Reduction Act (2005) 
(P.L. 109-171) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=s109-1932 
 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/federal/index.cfm?ev
ent=federalLegislation.viewLegis&id=83 
 

Fair Access to Foster Care Act 
(2005) (P.L. 109-113) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.x
pd?bill=s109-1894 
 

http://rockefeller.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=290496 
 

Individuals with Disabilities 
Educational Improvement Act 
(IDEA) (2004)  

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/z?c108:h.1350.enr: 
 

http://idea.ed.gov/ 
 
 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-6893
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-6893
http://www.casey.org/NR/rdonlyres/B09702FA-C1BC-4568-81D5-C6CE7D1CA2D0/821/foster_connect1.pdf
http://www.casey.org/NR/rdonlyres/B09702FA-C1BC-4568-81D5-C6CE7D1CA2D0/821/foster_connect1.pdf
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/data/new-help-for-children-raised-by-grandparents-other-relatives.html
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/data/new-help-for-children-raised-by-grandparents-other-relatives.html
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/adoptionhr6893.htm
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s109-3525
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s109-3525
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/pssfsummary06.htm
http://www.clasp.org/publications/summary_cfsia.pdf
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h109-4472
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h109-4472
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/Adam-Walsh.html
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/Adam-Walsh.html
http://www.childfocuspartners.com/images/AdamWalsh.final.pdf
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h109-5403
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h109-5403
http://icpc.aphsa.org/Home/Doc/IM-Safe_and_Timely.pdf
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/P.L.109-239.html
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s109-1932
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s109-1932
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/federal/index.cfm?event=federalLegislation.viewLegis&id=83
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/federal/index.cfm?event=federalLegislation.viewLegis&id=83
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s109-1894
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s109-1894
http://rockefeller.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=290496
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c108:h.1350.enr
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c108:h.1350.enr
http://idea.ed.gov/
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Name of Law Web Site with full text of Law Useful links 
 
Keeping Children and Families 
Safe Act (2003) (P.L. 108-36) 

 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/D?c108:5:./temp/~c108AJL
woV:: 
 

 
http://www.socialworkers.org/advocacy/issues/letters/070103_abuse.asp 
 
http://www.naswdc.org/advocacy/updates/2003/030503.asp 
 
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/keeping-children-and-families-safe-act-of-
2003.html 
 

Adoption Promotion Act 
(2003) (P.L. 108-145) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=h108-3182 
 

http://library.adoption.com/articles/the-adoption-promotion-act-of-2003.html 
 

Promoting Safe and Stable 
Families Amendment (2001) 
(P.L. 107-133)   

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billte
xt.xpd?bill=h107-2873 
 

http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/2002legagenda09.pdf 
 
http://jec.unm.edu/resources/benchbooks/child_law/ch_38.htm#38-6 
 

No Child Left Behind Act and 
McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Education Assistance 
Improvements Act (2001) 
(P.L. 107-110) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d107:HR00001:@@@
T 
 

http://www.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf 
 

Intercountry Adoption Act 
(2000) (P.L. 106-279) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/D?c106:7:./temp/~c106mWi
GYX:: 
 

http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/intercountry-adoption-act.html 
 
http://adoption.state.gov/pdf/Intercountry%20Adoption%20From%20A-Z.pdf 
 
http://adoption.state.gov/hague/overview.html 
 

Strengthening Abuse and 
Neglect Courts Act (2000) 
(P.L. 106-314) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d106:SN02272:@@@L
&summ2=m& 
 

http://www.casanet.org/reference/major-child-welfare-laws.htm 
 

Child Abuse Prevention and 
Enforcement Act (2000) (P.L. 
106-177) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.x
pd?bill=h106-764 
 

http://www.nationalcenter.org/ChildAbuseMolinari497.html 
 

   

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:5:./temp/%7Ec108AJLwoV
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:5:./temp/%7Ec108AJLwoV
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http://www.socialworkers.org/advocacy/issues/letters/070103_abuse.asp
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http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/keeping-children-and-families-safe-act-of-2003.html
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/keeping-children-and-families-safe-act-of-2003.html
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h108-3182
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h108-3182
http://library.adoption.com/articles/the-adoption-promotion-act-of-2003.html
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http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h107-2873
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http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d107:HR00001:@@@T
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d107:HR00001:@@@T
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d107:HR00001:@@@T
http://www.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c106:7:./temp/%7Ec106mWiGYX
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http://adoption.state.gov/pdf/Intercountry%20Adoption%20From%20A-Z.pdf
http://adoption.state.gov/hague/overview.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d106:SN02272:@@@L&summ2=m&
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d106:SN02272:@@@L&summ2=m&
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http://www.casanet.org/reference/major-child-welfare-laws.htm
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http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h106-764
http://www.nationalcenter.org/ChildAbuseMolinari497.html
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Name of Law Web Site with full text of Law Useful links 
 
Foster Care Independence Act 
(John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program) (1999) 
(P.L. 106-169) 

 
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.x
pd?bill=h106-3443&tab=summary 
 

 
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-
publications/data/frequently-asked-questions.html 
 
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/indlivhr3443.htm 
 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/j2ee/programs/cb/laws_policies/laws/cwpm/policy.js
p?idFlag=3 
 

Adoption and Safe Families 
Act (1997) (P.L. 105-89) 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/la
ws_policies/cblaws/public_law/pl105_
89/pl105_89.htm 
 

http://www.casanet.org/reference/asfa-summary.htm 
 
http://library.adoption.com/articles/summary-of-the-adoption-and-safe-
families-act-of-1997.html 
 
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/children/fostercare/asfa.shtml 
 
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/asfapl105-89summary.htm 
 

Uniform Child Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement 
Act (UCCJEA) 

http://www.law.upenn.edu/bll/archiv
es/ulc/fnact99/1990s/uccjea97.htm 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/189181.pdf 
 

Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (1996) 
(P.L. 104-191) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.x
pd?bill=h104-3103 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/m2e411a1.htm 
 
http://www.hhs.gov/hipaafaq/ 
 

Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Amendments 
(1996) (P.L. 104-235) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.x
pd?bill=s104-919 
 

http://www.abanet.org/child/capta.shtml 
 
http://www.archrespite.org/titleII.htm 
 

The Removal of Barriers to 
Interethnic Placement 
Provisions (1996) (P.L. 104-
188) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/F?c104:7:./temp/~c104aBM
98i:e470866: 
 

http://www.socialworkers.org/practice/children/adopt.asp 
 
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/multiethnic-placement-act-mepa-of-
1994.html 
 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h106-3443&tab=summary
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h106-3443&tab=summary
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/data/frequently-asked-questions.html
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/data/frequently-asked-questions.html
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/indlivhr3443.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/j2ee/programs/cb/laws_policies/laws/cwpm/policy.jsp?idFlag=3
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/j2ee/programs/cb/laws_policies/laws/cwpm/policy.jsp?idFlag=3
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/public_law/pl105_89/pl105_89.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/public_law/pl105_89/pl105_89.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/public_law/pl105_89/pl105_89.htm
http://www.casanet.org/reference/asfa-summary.htm
http://library.adoption.com/articles/summary-of-the-adoption-and-safe-families-act-of-1997.html
http://library.adoption.com/articles/summary-of-the-adoption-and-safe-families-act-of-1997.html
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/children/fostercare/asfa.shtml
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/asfapl105-89summary.htm
http://www.law.upenn.edu/bll/archives/ulc/fnact99/1990s/uccjea97.htm
http://www.law.upenn.edu/bll/archives/ulc/fnact99/1990s/uccjea97.htm
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/189181.pdf
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h104-3103
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h104-3103
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/m2e411a1.htm
http://www.hhs.gov/hipaafaq/
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s104-919
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s104-919
http://www.abanet.org/child/capta.shtml
http://www.archrespite.org/titleII.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c104:7:./temp/%7Ec104aBM98i:e470866
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c104:7:./temp/%7Ec104aBM98i:e470866
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c104:7:./temp/%7Ec104aBM98i:e470866
http://www.socialworkers.org/practice/children/adopt.asp
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/multiethnic-placement-act-mepa-of-1994.html
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/multiethnic-placement-act-mepa-of-1994.html
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Name of Law Web Site with full text of Law Useful links 
 
Multiethnic Placement Act 
(1994) (P.L. 103-382) 

 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/~c103lwxE
gf:e1569755: 
 
 

 
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/foster/legal/federal.cfm 
 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=210005 
 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/mepa94/index.htm 
 

Family Preservation and 
Support Services Act (1993) 
(P.L. 103-66) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/~c103x9Dr
u3:e911927: 
 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/federal/index.cfm?ev
ent=federalLegislation.viewLegis&id=23 
 
http://www.futureofchildren.org/usr_doc/vol6no3ART14.pdf 
 
http://www.archrespite.org/archfs37.htm 
 

Child Abuse, Domestic 
Violence, Adoption, and Safe 
Families Act (1992) (P.L. 102-
295) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/D?c102:6:./temp/~c102mFb
uU4:: 
 
 

http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/child-abuse-domestic-violence-adoption-
and-family-services-act-of-1992.html 
 

Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (1990) (P.L. 94-
142) 

http://www.ada.gov/archive/adastat91.
htm 
 

http://www.help4adhd.org/education/rights/idea 
 

Child Abuse Prevention, 
Adoption, and Family Services 
Act (1988) (P.L. 100-294) 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/la
ws_policies/cblaws/capta/index.htm 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d100:HR01900:|TOM:/bss/d100query.html| 
 

Child Abuse Amendments 
(1984) (P.L. 98-457) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d098:HR01904:|TOM:/
bss/d098query.html| 
 

http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/CFP/716-8.pdf 
 
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/child-abuse-amendments-of-1984.html 
 

Adoption Assistance and Child 
Welfare Act (1980) (P.L. 96-
272) 

http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/d
ept/ppcd/Legislation/adptasstchildwelf
areact.pdf 

http://encyclopedia.adoption.com/entry/Adoption-Assistance-and-Child-
Welfare-Act-of-1980/18/1.html 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/%7Ec103lwxEgf:e1569755
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/%7Ec103lwxEgf:e1569755
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/%7Ec103lwxEgf:e1569755
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/foster/legal/federal.cfm
http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=210005
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/mepa94/index.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/%7Ec103x9Dru3:e911927
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/%7Ec103x9Dru3:e911927
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c103:6:./temp/%7Ec103x9Dru3:e911927
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/federal/index.cfm?event=federalLegislation.viewLegis&id=23
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/federal/index.cfm?event=federalLegislation.viewLegis&id=23
http://www.futureofchildren.org/usr_doc/vol6no3ART14.pdf
http://www.archrespite.org/archfs37.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c102:6:./temp/%7Ec102mFbuU4
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c102:6:./temp/%7Ec102mFbuU4
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c102:6:./temp/%7Ec102mFbuU4
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/child-abuse-domestic-violence-adoption-and-family-services-act-of-1992.html
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/child-abuse-domestic-violence-adoption-and-family-services-act-of-1992.html
http://www.ada.gov/archive/adastat91.htm
http://www.ada.gov/archive/adastat91.htm
http://www.help4adhd.org/education/rights/idea
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/capta/index.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/capta/index.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d100:HR01900:|TOM:/bss/d100query.html|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d100:HR01900:|TOM:/bss/d100query.html|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d098:HR01904:|TOM:/bss/d098query.html|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d098:HR01904:|TOM:/bss/d098query.html|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d098:HR01904:|TOM:/bss/d098query.html|
http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/CFP/716-8.pdf
http://laws.adoption.com/statutes/child-abuse-amendments-of-1984.html
http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/dept/ppcd/Legislation/adptasstchildwelfareact.pdf
http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/dept/ppcd/Legislation/adptasstchildwelfareact.pdf
http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/dept/ppcd/Legislation/adptasstchildwelfareact.pdf
http://encyclopedia.adoption.com/entry/Adoption-Assistance-and-Child-Welfare-Act-of-1980/18/1.html
http://encyclopedia.adoption.com/entry/Adoption-Assistance-and-Child-Welfare-Act-of-1980/18/1.html
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Name of Law Web Site with full text of Law Useful links 
 
Indian Child Welfare Act 
(1978) (P.L. 95-608) 

 
http://www.tribal-
institute.org/LISTS/chapter21_icwa.ht
m 
 

 
http://www.ncsl.org/IssuesResearch/StateTribal/TheIndianChildWelfareActan
dtheStates/tabid/13275/Default.aspx 
 
http://www.nicwa.org/ 
 

Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment and Adoption 
Reform Act (1978) (P.L. 95-
266) 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/la
ws_policies/cblaws/capta03/index.htm 
 

 

Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act (1974) (P.L. 93-
247) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d093:SN01191:@@@
D&summ2=m& 
 

 

Family Education Rights 
Privacy Act  (1974) (P.L. 93-
380) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d093:HR00069:%7CTO
M:/bss/d093query.html%7C 

 

 

Other Useful Links 

The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
http://www.ncjfcj.org  

 
The National Council for Adoption 

http://www.adoptioncouncil.org 
 

The Adoption and Child Welfare Lawsite 
http://www.adoptionchildwelfarelaw.org 

 
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov 

http://www.tribal-institute.org/LISTS/chapter21_icwa.htm
http://www.tribal-institute.org/LISTS/chapter21_icwa.htm
http://www.tribal-institute.org/LISTS/chapter21_icwa.htm
http://www.ncsl.org/IssuesResearch/StateTribal/TheIndianChildWelfareActandtheStates/tabid/13275/Default.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/IssuesResearch/StateTribal/TheIndianChildWelfareActandtheStates/tabid/13275/Default.aspx
http://www.nicwa.org/
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/capta03/index.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/cblaws/capta03/index.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d093:SN01191:@@@D&summ2=m&
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d093:SN01191:@@@D&summ2=m&
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d093:SN01191:@@@D&summ2=m&
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d093:HR00069:%7CTOM:/bss/d093query.html%7C
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d093:HR00069:%7CTOM:/bss/d093query.html%7C
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d093:HR00069:%7CTOM:/bss/d093query.html%7C
http://www.ncjfcj.org/content/blogcategory/277/368/
http://www.adoptioncouncil.org/policy/fed_law.html
http://www.adoptionchildwelfarelaw.org/topics_other.php
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/index.htm#policy

