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(Proposed) MINUTES
SFLAC MEETING

MULTNOMAH COUNTY JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER
PORTLAND, OREGON

October 5, 2001
(1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.)

The meeting was called to order by Hon. Dale Koch, Chair, at 1:30 p.m.

Present:   James L. Adams; Stephen Adams; Kate Barkley; Bob David; Ramona Foley; William
J. Howe, III; Sharon James; Hon. Terry Leggert;  Hon. Robert Selander; Maureen McKnight;
Linda Scher; Lorah Sebastian

Absent:  Hon. Paula Brownhill; Ernest J. Mazorol, III; Hugh McIsaac

Guests present for all or part of the meeting: David Kenagy, Wendy Johnson, Lauren
MacNeill; Grafton Sterling; Chris Wall; Kathy McLoughlin; Martha Strawn Morris; Karen
Olson; Layne Barlow

State Court Administrator (SCA) Staff:  BeaLisa Sydlik.

CONSENT  CALENDAR:

Minutes:  Minutes of the August 3  meeting were read and approved with the following changes:
(1) Page 1, Guests Present, correct the spelling of Lauren MacNeill’s name; (2) Page 1,
Legislative Subcommittee Report, add the underlined language “No new family court positions
were allocated in the budget.” 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Family Law Conference:  Chair Hon. Robert Selander reported that the theme for the Third
Annual Family Law Conference is “Breaking Barriers, Bending Boundaries, Building Bridges,”
with a focus on practical considerations, such as confidentiality and ethical concerns, and on
access to legal services and programs.  The keynote speaker will be Dr. Isolina Ricci, former
head of the California Judicial Council’s Statewide Office of Family Court Services, former
Assistant Director of the California Center for Families, Children & the Courts, and author of
“Mom’s House, Dad’s House.”  

It was suggested and agreed that Representative Ben Westlund and Senator Len Hannon, chairs
of the Joint Ways and Means Committee, would be invited to receive special plaques of
appreciation for their efforts in facilitating the continued funding of the limited duration and
permanent position status family and drug court positions during the last legislative session.   It
was also agreed that invitations to the conference should be sent out to all legislators.  Ramona
Foley indicated she would be able to distribute an e-mail announcement about the conference to
the sixteen (16) regional Department of Human Services offices.  Bob David indicated he would
be able to distribute an e-mail announcement about the conference to district attorneys and DOJ
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Division of Child Support personnel.  It was also suggested that conference announcements be
sent to Debra Maryanov, staff support to the OJD Access to Justice Committee, as well as Kay
Pulju, Communications Manager at the Oregon State Bar.

HANDOUT:  Flyer, Call for Presenters

Domestic Violence:   Maureen McKnight reported that the Curriculum Committee had finished
the five regional domestic violence trainings for judges and court staff.  A debriefing call will be
held in October.  Her general sense was that the regional approach worked well and the trainings
improved with each one.  There were about 25 judges present at the Portland training, between
14-15 at the Medford training, with lots of information sharing at each.  The staff portions of the
training were more difficult because of the great variance in staff positions represented at the
training, as well as disparate experience with domestic violence issues.  Evaluations of the
workshops ranged between 4 and 4.5 (on a scale of “5”).  Maureen thanked the judges who were
present and participated, in particular Judge Koch for his leadership, and acknowledged the hard
work of the Curriculum Committee and the Project Manager Holly Wells.  Judge Koch called for
a round of applause, in particular for Maureen McKnight, Sybil Hebb, Caitlin Glass, Ellen
Mendoza, Hillary L. Berk and Holly Wells.  He called their accomplishment “amazing.”  

The subcommittee’s priorities will now be working on the Safety-Focused Parenting Plan,
serving as liaison to the State Court Administrator’s Oregon Team on Full Faith and Credit
issues, and continuing discussion of address confidentiality programs including their fiscal
implications and sponsoring agencies.

Parenting Plan Work Group (PPWG):  BeaLisa Sydlik reported that the final version of the
Parenting Plan Guide has been approved by Kingsley W. Click, and is scheduled to be placed on
the OJD Family Law Website.  Sharon James, Co-Chair, reported that the workgroup will now
focus its energies on creating a “Safety Focused Parenting Plan Guide,” and a safety focused
parenting plan workgroup will be formed from members of the PPWG and interested members of
the SFLAC Domestic Violence Subcommittee, together with other volunteer professionals who
have indicated an interest in working on this project.  Sharon James expressed a desire that the
safety focused guide be completed in time for the Third Annual Family Law Conference in April
2002, with the possibility of it being included in a workshop on the topic.

It was suggested that some form of announcement about the Guide be distributed or made at the
up-coming Oregon State Bar Family Law Section’s conference in Salishan on November 1-3,
2001, by SFLAC members in attendance at that event.  Linda Scher indicated there would be a
table at both the OSB-Family Law Section and Oregon Mediation Association conferences in
November staffed by herself and Hillary Berk with information on the Guide and on the
Conference.  Lorah Sebastian will be presenting to the Association of Family Court Services and
will make an announcement about the Guide to this group.  A brief newsletter item has been sent
to the editor of the OSB’s Family Law Section’s newsletter regarding the Guide and it will
appear in the next issue.  

HANDOUT:  Copies of the final version of the “Parenting Plan Guide for Parents” dated
September 18, 2001 were available.
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Miscellaneous:  In the context of discussing the availability of resources and forms on the OJD
Family Law Website, BeaLisa Sydlik stated that a number of attorney firms had requested the
optional statewide domestic relations forms on disk or CD-Rom for the purpose of being able to
fill these forms out on their clients’ behalves on a word processor.  Currently, the forms are only
available in Adobe Acrobat, an unalterable form.  Discussion was had and it was concluded that
the forms should remain available only in an unalterable form to assure courts and judges that the
forms are the same ones accessible on the OJD Family Law Website and that they have not been
altered.  It was also pointed out that the forms and instructions can become confusing if different
versions of the forms become available.  It was noted that law firms still had the option of
cutting-and-pasting or scanning the existing forms and creating their own.

Legislative Report:  The Hon. Terry Leggert, Chair, reported that the Governor will most likely
wait until the first of Year 2002 to call a special session of the legislature.  Agencies may have to
prepare for 10-15% budget reductions.  A new law will change the way mediation/conciliation
funds can be used and many courts are excited about the opportunity to use these funds for other
services and programs (HB 2339).  Discussion was had about the requirement in SB 167
(amending ORS 107.425) that the SFLAC should develop and recommend guidelines for the
appointment and training of individuals and panels and programs contained in the new law,
effective January 1, 2002.  It was suggested that the SFLAC could prepare an informational piece
for the local FLACs about the application of SB 167 and HB 2339.  BeaLisa Sydlik and Hon.
Terry Leggert will work to develop such an document before the next SFLAC meeting.  

HANDOUT:  Copies of Enrolled SB 167.

Futures Subcommittee:  Bill Howe, Chair, reported that the Future’s Report had been reviewed
and approved by the Chief Justice and State Court Administrator with a few comments and
recommendations.  Hon. Pamela Abernethy, Chair of the OJD’s Futures Committee, had
indicated that the content of the report was consistent with their objectives as well.  After
submission of concluding information, Bill Howe will finalize the report and submit it for
inclusion on the OJD Family Law Website.  It will also be published on the AFCC’s Family
Court and Conciliation Review.  Press releases and press conferences will take place upon
completion of the report, as well.  Bill Howe will discuss with the subcommittee members how
best to fit the Report in to the Third Annual Family Law Conference.

Guest Presentation:  David Kenage, Dean of the Willamette University School of Law and
Executive Director of the Oregon Law Commission, together with Assistant Executive Director
Wendy Johnson, presented information regarding the Oregon Law Commission, its history and
function, and the process of submitting a proposal to the OLC Program Committee.

HANDOUT:  Copies of OLC website, summary of 2001 Bills presented by the OLC, Listing of
OLC workgroups and project proposals,  and sample proposals to the Program Committee.

Court/Child Support Agency Coordination Subcommittee:  Bob David, Chair, and Jean
Fogarty, General Counsel for the Division of Child Support (Department of Justice) reported
regarding a written draft proposal originating out of the Records Management Workgroup to be
made to the OLC Program Committee requesting that a workgroup be formed to study the issues
raised by conflicting judicial and administrative child support orders.  The lack of statutory
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authority to determine which order controls in situations where both exist in a single case is
causing confusion for litigants, practitioners and agencies alike.  Representatives of the Child
Support Program, members of the bar, and others have been working to resolve these issues but
have not been successful.  The Committee reviewed the draft proposal and will recommend that
the State Court Administrator approve submission of the proposal to the Oregon Law
Commission.  There was need for some haste in that the OLC is concluding its work plan for the
2003 legislative session.  

HANDOUT: NCSEA Annual Conference, New York.  Index of topics.  Over 2000 participants.

HANDOUT:  Draft Proposal to Oregon Law Commission. 

BeaLisa Sydlik reported that the Parental Decisions Workgroup had prepared a final report and
its recommendations were the basis for an interagency agreement between the DHS’s Child
Support Program and the Oregon Judicial Department to utilize this year’s federal Parental
Access and Visitation (PAV) funds for four pilot sites projects including mediation, high conflict
parent education and supervised visitation/parenting time programs, as well as a survey and
report on the effectiveness and use of the ORS 107.434 expedited parenting time enforcement
procedure.  

Maureen McKnight, Chair of the Education Workgroup, reported that the workgroup had
successfully resolved some website access issues on the DCS and AFS websites, that they would
have several guests at its next meeting to discuss coordination and collaboration if Internet
resources and information made available, or soon to be made available, by the Oregon State Bar,
Legal Aid Services of Oregon, the Division of Child Support and the Oregon Judicial
Department; had prepared a document for family law facilitators regarding child support issues
that arise in the context of the services they provide, and is working on implementation concerns
involving the Parent Locate Service. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

Judge Koch announced that the Juvenile Justice Building facility had been reserved for the first
Friday in alternating months for the year 2002.  It was announced that SFLAC members Hugh
McIsaac and Lorah Sebastian would be resigning effective December 31, 2001.  The SFLAC
expressed its extensive appreciation for Lorah’s and Hugh’s contributions.

Linda Scher requested that copies of the Oregon State Bar Family Law Newsletter, July 2001,
article on the American Law Institute’s Proposals for Reform of Child Custody Laws be
distributed to SFLAC members.  FC Newsletter re: ACI Child Custody Reform.

It was agreed that an agenda item for the December 7, 2001 meeting would be a discussion of the
“retirement” process for SFLAC members.

Respectfully Submitted,

BEALISA SYDLIK 
Family Law Senior Policy Analyst
Oregon Judicial Department.
(11/28/01) 

D:\PDF.FILES.HARD.DRIVE\SFLACMINUTES10-5-01.wpd


