
Page 1 of 5

MINUTES
SFLAC MEETING

MULTNOMAH COUNTY JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER
PORTLAND, OREGON

February 1, 2002
(1:30 p.m. -  4:00 p.m.)

The meeting was called to order by Hon. Dale R. Koch, Chair at 1:35 p.m.

Present: Hon. Dale R. Koch; Hon. Terry Leggert; Hon. Paula Brownhill; Hon. Robert Selander;  Jim
Adams; Stephen Adams; Ramona Foley; Sharon James; William J. Howe III; Maureen McKnight;
Linda Scher; Ernie Mazarol; Edward Vien; Dave Hakanson; Alice Phalan; BeaLisa Sydlik;

Absent:  Bob David; Kate Barkley.

Guests present for all or part of the meeting:  Hon. Nan Waller ; Marcia Strawn-Morris; Hugh
McIsaac, Chris Walls, Kathy McLoughlin; Layne Barlow; Dan Dennehy; Karen Olson; Grafton
Sterling; Jean Fogarty

Minutes:  The December 7, 2001 Minutes were approved with one change requested by Ramona
Foley.  On page 2, change “cases increased 3-500” to “cases increased 300-500.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Annual Conference Planning Subcommittee:  The OJD Family Law Website now has the
brochure and registration form, as well as other conference information, on it.  Grafton Sterling’s
generous donation of $500 from the Oregonians for Family Law Reform was enthusiastically
acknowledged and thanked.  The April SFLAC meeting in Hood River will be abbreviated to
accommodate the conference schedule and will be from 12:00 noon to 2:30 p.m.  There is still a need
for volunteers  to do the audiotaping of the workshops.

Legislative Subcommittee: Hon. Terry Leggert reported that the current “Special Session” is for
at least a $15 million reduction to the OJD’s 2001-03 Legislatively Approved Budget. The special
session is scheduled for next week.  Each circuit courts will address how to reduce their budget
however the presiding judges at their December meeting identified several priority areas: juvenile
dependency, criminal cases in particular felonies, parental termination, domestic relations and cases
involving children.  There will be attempts to retain the facilitation programs although there may be
a reduction in services which can be provided through them.  Judge Koch commented on how
utilized these programs are and how helpful the forms being on the website has been.  Alice Phalan
reported there will also be significant reductions at the state court administration level, which will
likely impact the SFLAC and subcommittee work.  Ramona Foley reported that there have been
significant caseload increases and that DHS is 261 workers short in terms of keeping up with TANF
and food stamps applications.  Case workers used to spend their time helping clients find jobs but
now are spending most of it trying to keep up with the applications for assistance.
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Domestic Violence Subcommittee/Curriculum Subcommittee:  Maureen McKnight reported that
this subcommittee has a meeting every third Wednesday.  It is looking at the progress in other states
regarding address confidentiality clearinghouses.  They have received information about new court
rules in Washington regarding protection from ID theft.  The subcommittee will produce a paper
summarizing the information, pros and cons thereof; and summarizing the “state of the state.”  It will
also create an informational document for facilitators regarding use of the new optional
nondisclosure of personal information forms which were also developed by the subcommittee and
reviewed and approved by the OJD Forms Review Committee.  A subgroup of the subcommittee is
working with others on the Safety Focused Parenting Plan workgroup.  The subcommittee is working
on a form of order for contested FAPA hearings which would meet Brady requirements.  There is
an Interim Judiciary Committee workgroup which is meeting to examine the existing stalking
procedures and to consider a proposal from OJD regarding new legislation.  The workgroup will
work to reduce the fiscal impact of the new legislation on the courts.  The subcommittee will explore
whether to make a statewide FAPA form available for monetary relief.

Dan Dennehy asked whether respondents in FAPA hearings have the option of a jury trial.  Judge
Koch explained that there was no jury trial right but that hearings are subject to the rules of evidence
and the respondent has the right to appeal.  Notice about Brady implications is in the forms.  Layne
Barlow stated that the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals had addressed the issue. 

The SFLAC discussed whether research of address confidentiality programs was pertinent to the
SFLAC charge or whether it approaches the realm of proposing policy.  To the extent the
subcommittee’s focus is on bringing information about such programs to the SFLAC and not to
develop a program, it is more of a research endeavor to explore whether such an option will improve
court practice around nondisclosure of personal information requirements. 

Safety-Focused Parenting Plan Work Group (SFPPWG):
Sharon James reported that the workgroup’s goal is to get a draft of the guide done in time for the
Family Law Conference.  The guide will include self-screening information, resources, instructions
and options for a parenting time plan.  The group is working to keep the number of pages down.

Sharon James also proposed that the new subcommittee required by SB167 to establish standards
and to consider guidelines for family programs and services be the “Family Court Programs
Advisory Subcommittee,” and that it include members who are evaluators, mediators, domestic
violence advocates, representatives of cultural diversity, attorneys, judges, court staff, parent
coordinators and an FCS representative.  She also proposed that Dave Hakanson serve as chair of
the subcommittee.  It was noted that Hugh McIsaac would like to participate on any such committee.
The charge of the subcommittee would be to look at the types of services available in courts
throughout the nation, their implementation and best practices, and to set standards for programs in
Oregon.  

Dan Dennehy suggested that the issue of “de facto gender separation” be considered within the area
of cultural diversity, and that “fathers” be considered from their own perspective by the
subcommittee.  

Concern was expressed about forming such a committee now and it was suggested that the matter
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be reconsidered at the April meeting when there will be more information available about available
staff resources for such a subcommittee. 

Future’s Subcommittee:  Bill Howe thanked BeaLisa Sydlik and Judge Koch for their help.  The
Report is on the website and will be distributed at a future family law CLE.  It will also be published
in the October Issue of the Family Court Review; the theme of that publication is “court reform.”
Bill indicated that the Futures Subcommittee has completed its tasks but will stay active to take on
future work. 

Court/Agency Child Support Coordination Subcommittee:  Jean Fogarty presented on behalf of
Bob David.  She reported that the first meeting of the Oregon Law Commission Workgroup on
Judicial and Administrative Child Support Orders is February 15th.  Sandra Hansberger, a professor
at Lewis & Clark, is chair of that workgroup.  The workgroup does not yet have a judicial
representative.  

HANDOUT:  Draft list of prospective OLC Workgroup members

The letter dated 1/16/02 to Bradd Swank, Reporter of the UTCR Committee, regarding a proposal
to change the UTCR requirement for a support order abstracts was handed out.  Maureen McKnight
was asked to attend the April 26, 2002 meeting of the UTCR Committee to represent the SFLAC
position.  

HANDOUTS:  Letter dated January 16, 2002 to Bradd Swank from Judge Koch
 E-mail reply from Bruce C. Miller, OSCA Legal Analyst, dated 1/29/02

There will be a presentation at the Third Annual Family Law Conference on the Child Support
Program in Oregon.  Information about the Family Violence Indicator and Parent Locate System will
be presented there.  

Maureen McKnight proposed that the SFLAC consider whether the workgroups of the subcommittee
should merge into a single subcommittee entity.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Parenting Plan Guide and Proposed UTCR Rule Changes:  BeaLisa Sydlik handed out
information about suggested UTCR changes as they pertain to “parenting plans.”  The UTCR has
proposed that a new rule be reserved (SLR 8.075) for standardized parenting plans, and conditionally
disapproving a new proposal that the Parenting Plan Guide for Parents be adopted as a standardized
form for parenting/visitation schedules. 

HANDOUT:  Suggested 2002 UTCR Changes as they pertain to Parenting Plans (goldenrod)

There was discussion that the use of the word “standardized” was offensive and counter to the
objectives of the PPWG in developing the Guide.  It was also noted that “no standardized form” was
the best choice, with the Guide the “second best choice.”  After discussion, it was agreed that
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members of the Parenting Plan Workgroup would write a letter to be reviewed at the April SFLAC
meeting.  The final form of the letter will be “cc’d” to the Chief Justice.  Judge Koch indicated he
would call Bradd Swank to determine whether the proposed rule change which was conditionally
approved would mean all local courts MUST adopt a standardized parenting plan form.  

Outcomes and Measures:  Jim Adams reported that Ernie Mazorol, Alice Phalan, and Bea Lisa
Sydlik and he had discussed the need for outcomes and measures for integrated family/ drug court
programs implemented in Oregon.  Their recommendations to the SFLAC are:  

• pilot programs, often grant funded, include an evaluation component, to the extent that the
funding and staffing will allow (with possible SFLAC technical assistance);
• the SFLAC provide a leadership role in encouraging consistent tracking of outcome and
measures;
• the SFLAC and CCJSD staff create and maintain lists of innovative family law projects in
the courts and statewide;
• the SFLAC assist with creation of standard forms and surveys that can be used statewide;
and
• that, where needed, assistance from the SCA and its ITD be asked for. 

Open-Adoption:  Ramona Foley reported that DHS had received numerous written comments,
including correspondence from Nancy Miller and Alice Phalan,  regarding the proposed DHS rule
change in the open adoption process re: post-adoption communications.  She stated that the
comments were providing perspectives that were informative and appreciated, and that she expects
a collaborative process will be established to consider any possible rules changes.

Option of  Court Administration of Conciliation/Mediation Fees: Jim Adams briefly reviewed
his proposed legislative idea to provide the option for a local circuit court to retain the mediation
filing fee revenue to operate the domestic relations mediation and other services. Jim reported that
he had a judicial assistant research the issue of whether there were any “separation of  powers” issues
implicated were courts to administer the fees collected pursuant to ORS 21.121.  Article III of the
Oregon Constitution prohibits the burdening of one branch in the performance of its functions by the
activities of another branch of government. Sharon James noted that the Oregon Association of
Family Court Services should be included in consideration of this concept. 

The SFLAC discussed whether an existing SFLAC subcommittee should tackle the issues, such as
the Futures Subcommittee.  The SFLAC decided that, if a workgroup is established, it needs to
include representatives from all the interests, including the Association of Oregon Counties.
There are pros and cons of the courts administering these funds.  There is a need for a survey of what
is being done in each judicial district with respect to these funds.  Suggestions for potential members
of this work group should be given to Judge Koch by March 8th.  The matter will be addressed again
on the June agenda.
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The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

BEALISA SYDLIK
OJD Family Law Senior Policy Analyst

List of Attachments and Handouts for February 1, 2002  Meeting:

•Letter from Judge Koch dated 1/16/02 to Bradd Swank re: Proposed UTCR Change re: Support
Order Abstracts
•E-mail from Bruce Miller to Judge Koch re: UTCR 8.030 dated 1/29/02
•Suggested 2002 UTCR Changes as they pertain to: Parenting Plans (goldenrod)
•LFLAC “CONTACT” List (lilac)
• 01/31/02 List of Oregon Law Commission workgroup members
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