
Criteria that must exist PRIOR to pursuing SIJS status. 
 

 
1) The child is a dependent of a juvenile court and is a minor; 

 
2) the child is eligible for long term foster care or adoption (unable to 

return to a parent) and  
 

3) it has been determined that it is NOT in the child’s best interests to be 
returned to his or her country of origin.  

 
 
Please provide me the following information: 
 
The case name and case number; name of the child for whom SIJS is being 
considered; and the country of origin for the child.  Also please provide the 
following information: 
 

1) age of the child; 
 

2) Have you moved to the permanency plan and if so, what is it?  Has 
the Court ordered the alternate plan and determined that the child is 
unable to return to a parent?  If so, please send me a copy of the 
Order. 

 
3) What efforts have been made to locate relatives that could provide 

for the minor in their country of origin?   Contacts with the 
Consulate?  Home studies of relatives?  Were all relatives explored 
and ruled out?   You will need to demonstrate efforts made which 
lead you to believe that it is NOT in the minor’s best interest to 
return to their country of origin.   Do you have a court order that 
supports this determination?    

 
4) Are you currently working with an AAG regarding the SIJS option? 

If so, whom: 


