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STATE OF OREGON

PROCLAMATION

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

The State of Oregon takes great pride in its rich diversity of cultures and languages as well as
the impressive and invaluable contributions made by its citizenry to the State’s programs,
prosperity and well-being; and :

Language access is a social determinate of good health; and

The State of Oregon is a national leader in health system transformation which includes the
provision of qualified and certified health care interpreters; and

The State of Oregon, Oregon Health Authority and the Office of Equity and Inclusion have
promoted access to linguistically appropriate health care to ensure safety and health to all
Oregonians by establishing a system for the certification of health care interpreters, tested i in
six languages; and

The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation has recognized the State of Oregon for its
leadership in language access and its work in equity for its culturally diverse citizenry by
approving a State Innovation Grant to assist in the certification of 150 health care interpreters
in Oregon to advance the healthcare of all Oregonians.

I, John A. Kitzhaber, M.D., Governor of the State of Oregon, hereby proclaim
April 29-May 5, 2013 to be

LANGUAGE ACCESS AND HEALTH EQUITY WEEK

in Oregon and encourage all Oregonians to join in this observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and cause
the Great Seal of the State of Oregon to be affixed. Done at
the Capitol in the City of Salem in the State of Oregon on this
day, March 18, 2013.

overnor

Kate Brown, Secretary of State
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