
 

Back to Basics 
 

Oregon Judicial Department 
Court Interpreter Services  

Ethics Webinar 

On March 19, 2013 Ed Alletto, Max 
Christian, Melanie DeLeon-Benham, 
and Heidi Koury will present: Back 
to Basics, a two-hour Ethics  
Webinar sponsored by the Oregon 
Judicial Department. 
 
The webinar discussion will cover ethical 
issues that Court Interpreter Services 
staff members  have encountered in 
court and how to best deal with them 
according to the Code of Professional 
Responsibility for Interpreters in the  
Oregon Courts. OJD staff will share  
ethical scenarios that they have  
experienced and comment on what they 
did and what they might do differently. 
  
Oregon Certified and Registered  
interpreters will earn 2 OJD Ethics  
continuing education (CE) credits. ASL 
Interpreters will earn “0.2 RID CEUs, 
Professional Studies, Content Level: 
Some, Specialty Area: Legal, offered 
though The Language Door, an  
approved RID CMP & ACET sponsor. 
Activity #0264-0313-02”.  
 
Ed Alletto was trained as an interpreter 
in 1978 at the National Technical  
Institute for the Deaf in Rochester, NY 

and has been interpreting ever since. 
Originally from Rochester, where he 
graduated with a business degree, Ed 
had a freelance practice in NYC for 13 
years before arriving in Portland during a 
windstorm in 1994. Ed has interpreted in 
Oregon courts since 1995 as a  
contractor, joined CIS’ interpreting staff 
in January of 2007 as an ASL Interpreter 
II, and recently became an ASL Oregon 
Certified Court Interpreter in 2012.  
 
Max Christian is the OJD Court  
Interpreter Services Interpreter Analyst 
and has been a Master Level Certified 
Court  Interpreter for the Spanish  
Language since 2001. Prior to returning 
to the USA in 2000, he held a variety of 
positions over a 20-year period in  
Mexico including Orphanage House  
Director, administrator of a Mexican  
non-profit corporation, entrepreneur, 
English as a Foreign Language teacher, 
and minister. Max frequently gives  
presentations on interpreter issues at 
trainings for members of the court  
community. 
 
Melanie DeLeon-Benham, M.S., CI/CT, 
SC:L, NADIV, is the Certification and 
Training Coordinator for Court  

Interpreter Services.  She has been 
working as a Sign Language inter-
preter for the past 17 years.  She has  
specialized in legal interpreting for 
the last  eight  years and holds a 
Specialized: Legal Certificate from 
the Registry of Interpreters for the 
Deaf (RID). Melanie also recently 
became an ASL Oregon Certified 
Court Interpreter in 2012.  
 
Heidi Koury has worked for Court 
Interpreter Services (CIS) and the 
Oregon Judicial Department since 
2002. Heidi began as an interpreter 
scheduler for all languages for the 
Multnomah County Courts, and then 
became the Business Operations 
Manager and supervisor for all CIS 
scheduling staff in 2006. In early 
2012, she transitioned into an Analyst 
position within CIS in order to focus 
on the implementation of technology 
through remote interpreting and 
courtroom interpreting equipment, as 
well as CIS' role in the implementa-
tion early adopters of Oregon eCourt 
in 2012.  
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