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NOTE-TAKING	FOR	LEGAL	INTERPRETERS	
SYMBOLS	DEVELOPMENT	

	
CATEGORY:	FEELINGS	

Symbol	 Meaning	 Symbol	 Meaning	
	

Example:		 	

	
Happy,	content,	
agree,	ok	

	

Example:	 	

	
Surprise,	shock,	
fear	

	
	
	

	
Confused,	unsure	

	
Rage,	anger,	
irritation	

	

	
	
	

	
Sad,	grieving,	
depressed	

	
Relaxed,	serene,	
calm	

	

	
	
	

	
Concerned,	
worried,		

	
Skeptical,	
disbelieving	

	

	
	
	

	
So	so,	meh,	no	
affect	

	
Nervous,	agitated,	
anxious	

	

	
	
	

	
Loving,	
affectionate,	caring	

	
Bored,	dull,	
indifferent	

	

	
CATEGORY:	COMMON	VERBS	(Hard	to	write	out)	

Symbol	 Meaning	 Symbol	 Meaning	

Ex:	 	

	
Speaking,	talking,	
saying	 Ex:			 	

	
Think,	imagine,	
consider	

	
	
	

	
Running,	hurrying,	
moving	fast	

	 	
Listen,	hear		

	
	
	

	
Walk,	stroll,	on	foot	

	 	
Participate,	be	
involved,	engage	in	

	
	
	

	
Reading,	review	

	 	
Collaborate,	join	
forces,	teamwork	

	
	
	

	
Seeing,	observing	

	 	
Write,	type,	text	

	
	
	

	
Understanding,	
realize,	be	aware	

	 	
Ask,	wonder,	
interrogate	
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CATEGORY:	TIME	

Symbol	 Meaning	 Symbol	 Meaning	
	

Ex:		 										

	
4	weeks	ago	

	

Ex:		 	

	
Always	

	
	

	
During,	while,	
throughout	

	 	
Return,	go	back	

	
	
	

	
In	a	certain	time,	at	
the	end	of	a	certain	
time	(in	2	yrs...)	

	 	
Repeatedly,	time	
and	time	again,	
many	times	

	
	
	

	
The	past	

	 	
Day	/	days	/	
daytime	

	
	
	

	
The	future	

	 	
Day,	week,	month,	
year	

	
	
	

	
The	present	

	 	
Intermittent,	
sometimes	

	
CATEGORY:	PREPOSITIONS/CONNECTORS	

Symbol	 Meaning	 Symbol	 Meaning	
	

Ex:	 	

	
On	

Ex:	 	

	
In	between,	middle	

	
	
	

	
Inside,	into,	going	
into	

	
	

	
Because	of,	caused	
by	

	
	
	

	
Outside,	leaving,	
going	out	of	

	
	

	
In	front	of,	ahead	
of,	before	

	
	
	

	
Over,	above,	on	top	
of	

	
	

	
Behind,	in	the	back	
of,	

	
	
	

	
Under,	below	

	
	

	
If...then	

	
	
	

	
To,	in	order	to,	for	
the	purpose	of	

	
	

	
Although,	despite,	
even	though	

	


