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Revenues 

 

The majority of the Oregon Judicial Department’s (OJD) revenues are generated from fines, fees, and restitution associated with cases in the 

Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Tax Court, and 36 trial courts. Other revenues are generated from sales of publications and court 

information and transfers of revenue from other state agencies, from local and federal grants, and from others that assist OJD in meeting its 

mission. Revenue estimates included in this budget document are based on the May 2014 forecast prepared by the Office of Economic 

Analysis (OEA).  

 

The passage of HB 2710 and HB 2712 during the 2011 Legislative Session fundamentally changed court-related revenue from both an Other 

Fund – General Fund perspective and a restructuring of the fees. The OEA’s General Fund forecast contains two court revenue line items, 

termed State Court Fees (General Fund) and the Criminal Fine Account, which terms we also use in our publications. 

 

Transfers to General Fund:  OJD generates revenue directly for the benefit of the state General Fund from filing fees, driver license 

suspension fees, trial and hearing fees, court collection fees, probation and diversion surcharge residual revenue, security release fees, and 

parking fines. Based on the May 2014 forecast, revenues for the General Fund are projected to total $123.9 million for the 2015-17 biennium. 

 

Transfers to Criminal Fine Account (CFA):  Court revenues from fines, bail security release forfeiture, indigent defense recoupment, and 

recovery of court costs are transferred to the Department of Revenue for deposit to the CFA. Based on the May 2014 forecast, the total 

amount projected for the 2015-17 biennium is $85.7 million from the circuit courts. The General Fund portion of CFA revenue is the 

remainder of total CFA revenue from all sources after accounting for the dedicated distributions and allocations, such as Department of Public 

Safety Standards and Training operations, Department of Justice Criminal Injuries Compensation Account, OJD State Court Facilities and 

Security Account, Department of Corrections construction, and Oregon Health Authority Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicants 

programs.  

 

Transfer to State and Local Government Agencies:  Other revenue is generated from fines, fees, and the public defense 

application/contribution program. These monies are transferred to state and local governments as well as other entities. The 2015-17 biennium 

projection, based on the May 2014 forecast, is $35.7 million.  

 

Transfer to Legal Aid Account:  OJD transfers $11.9 million from fee revenue to the Legal Aid Account at the Oregon State Bar, as 

authorized by HB 2710. Funding may only be used for the Legal Services Program established under ORS 9.572 

 

Transfer to Victims: Collection of $21.6 million in restitution and compensatory fines are projected for the 2013-15 biennium. These funds 

are distributed directly to victims. 
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The following Other Funds Revenues are generated by sales of court publications and information, statewide assessments, transfers-in from 

other state agencies, and from participation in grants at the local and federal level. 

 

Court Publications:  Other Funds revenues projected at $4.3 million are projected to be generated by the department through the sale and 

distribution of court publications, manuals and forms, and providing online access to the Oregon Judicial Case Information Network (OJCIN). 

The revenue from these transactions is used to pay for the cost of these programs. 

 

Transfers-In:  Other revenues also include the following: 

 $1.9 million in transfers from the State Office for Services to Children and Families to assist in funding of Citizen Review Boards 

responsible for review of child placements; 

 $2.4 million in statewide assessments to the State of Oregon Law Library;  

 $3.2 million from the Public Defense Services Commission to pay for the services of court staff to verify indigence of persons seeking 

state-paid, court-appointed counsel; and 

 $6.5 million allocation from the Criminal Fine Account to the State Court Facilities and Security Account to pay for expenditures 

authorized under ORS 1.178 for state court security, business continuity, emergency preparedness, local county security accounts, 

capital improvements to state court facilities, and statewide security training. 

 $430,000 in ePayment convenience fees to pay for the vendor transaction costs associated with hosting the ePay system.  

 $3.1 million in eFile surcharge fees to pay for the eFile and eService transaction fees for Odyssey File and Serve.    

 

Grants:  The majority of revenues from grants come from local community partners who are direct or pass-through recipients of Federal 

Funds grants. A small portion of our grants are directly provided by the federal government.  

 Grants with community partners, including Oregon counties and nonprofit entities, include $3.6 million for programs such as specialty 

courts, juvenile court improvements, and arbitration and mediation programs. 

 Federal Funds from the Department of Health and Human Services include $1.3 million for continuation of the Juvenile Court 

Improvement Project. 

 

OJD has no costs or programs funded with nonlimited Other Funds revenues. 
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Costs of collection associated with actions performed by the Department of Revenue and third-party collection agencies are described in the 

Third-Party Collections section of this budget document (see page 352). 

 

Court Revenue History 
 

Based on the May 2014 revenue forecast, the projected court revenues for the 2015-17 biennium total $264.2 million, and 

restitution/compensatory fine collections are estimated at an additional $21.6 million. The source and distribution of these revenues vary with 

changes in law.  
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Court Revenue Distribution    
 

Based on the May 2014 revenue forecast, $123.9 million is projected to be transferred to the General Fund; $85.7 million is projected to be 

transferred to the Criminal Fine Account (CFA); and the remaining $35.7 million is projected to be transferred to cities, counties, and other 

state agencies including the Public Defense Services Commission (PDSC). Amounts paid to victims for restitution and compensatory fines 

are not included in the graph below. 

 

 

 



REVENUES 
 

 

2015-17 Chief Justice’s Recommended Budget page 145 

ORBITS Reports 

BPR012 – ORBITS Detail of Lottery Funds, Other Funds, and Federal Funds Revenue        
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