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Legislative Action 
 

Budget Background 
 

Over the past few biennia, the budget for the Oregon Judicial Department (OJD) has undergone significant change. The state financial crisis from 

2007 – 2011 required significant reductions in operational budgets, resulting in 169 fewer full-time equivalent positions in the Department and 

temporary surcharges to court fees and fines added to the revenue structure to pay for court operations.  During the 2011 Legislative Session, HB 

2710 and 2712: 

 

 Restructured revenue and statutory distributions associated with filing fees to include them in the OJD budget 

 Modified presumptive fines for violations and expanded judicial discretion to reduce fines 

 Changed monetary flow into and out of the Criminal Fine Account and operation of the State Court Facility and Security Account 

 Moved collection and revenue management for OJD from Other Funds to General Fund 

 Establish payment for Legal Aid out of filing fees 

 

These changes required major moves in the OJD budget, establishment of new General Fund (GF) appropriations, moves between GF and Other 

Funds (OF) expenses, and creation of many pass-through payments of GF and OF to various entities.   

 

For the 2011-13 budget, OJD also began full implementation of the Oregon eCourt Program.  This multi-biennia program was financed through bond 

sales, resulting in Other Funds expenditures and increased debt service payments. 

 

 

Major Changes to Budget Structure from 2013 Session 

 

During the 2013 Legislative Session, several changes were made to the 2013-15 OJD budget.  These changes were for the most part Other Funds 

impacts, either in the form of new programs or funding changes    

 

 Establishment of State Court Technology Fund and Fee Changes 

 

HB 2562 established the State Court Technology Fund for the purpose of funding state court electronic applications, service, systems and 

public access.  In prior biennium, some expenditures associated with the Oregon Judicial Information Network (OJIN) were paid for from 

user fees associated with data access.  In the 2013-15 biennium, the new State Court Technology Fund was established, intended to pay for 
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the costs associated with OJIN, and with the new Oregon eCourt Case Information (OECI) system.  Additionally, new costs for electronic 

filing of case documents would be paid for out of the fund, instead of directly by the filing party.  Revenues for the fund come from access 

fees and a filing fee increases, with a portion of all filing fees being deposited in the fund. 

 

 Establishment of Oregon Courthouse Capital Construction & Improvement Fund 

 

In the 2013 Legislative Session, HB 5008 established the Oregon Courthouse Capital Construction and Improvement Fund (OCCCIF), with 

the intent of providing matching state funds through sale of Article XI-Q bonds for county courthouse construction under rules established by 

SB 5506.   Two projects were authorized for bonding during the 2013-15 biennium, Multnomah County (up to $15 million) and Jefferson 

County (up to $4 million). HB 5008 also set a limitation of $1 for the OCCCIF for the 2013-15 biennium. 

 

 

 Supreme Court Building Capital Construction 

 

The Supreme Court Building was built in 1914 and, due to the age of the building, is in need of major remodeling, renovation, and seismic 

retrofit.  In the 2013 Session, OJD requested POP #216, which proposed $27 million in bonding to support the required work.  The 2013 

Legislature authorized $4.4 million in capital construction funds (six-year funds) to mitigate the most serious exterior façade and window 

issues.    

 

 

 Legal Aid Accounting 

 

OJD makes payments to the Legal Aid Account, out of fees collected by the courts, as established by HB 2710 (2011 Session).  These 

payments were taken as a transfer to the Legal Aid Account.  During the 2013 Session, accounting for the payments was changed to an Other 

Funds special payment in the Pass Throughs Summary Cross Reference.  
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Legislation Impacting 2013-15 Legislatively Approved Budget 
 

List of Included Budget Reports 

 

 HB 5016 (2013) – Budget (Main)- Page 10 

 HB 5006 (2013) – Criminal Fine Account Allocation- Page 30 

 SB 5506 (2013) – Bonding eCourt, OCCCIF- Page 32 

 SB 5507 (2013) – Supreme Court Building Bonding- Page 34 

 HB 2322 (2013) – Judicial Salaries- Page 36 

 HB 5008 (2013) – 2% holdback, judicial comp, OCCCIF- Page 38 

 HB 2562 (2013) – State Court Technology Fund, SCFSA changes- Page 42 

 HB 2594 (2013) – Commitment Hearings funding- Page 43 

 HB 2779 (2013) – Protective Order Setup Costs- Page 44 

 HB 5201 (2014) – Holdback, Salary Pot, Grants, Special Purpose Appropriation- Page 47 

 SB 5701 (2014) – Criminal Fine Account Allocation- Page 50 

 SB 5703 (2014) – OCCIF for Jefferson County- Page 51 

 Summary of Budget Notes Excerpts (2013-14) and Actions- Page 52 
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HB 5016- Budget (Main)- 
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HB 5006 (2013) – Criminal Fine Account Allocation 
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SB 5506 (2013) – Bonding eCourt, OCCCIF 
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SB 5507 (2013) – Supreme Court Building Bonding 
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HB 2322 (2013) – Judicial Salaries  
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HB 5008 (2013) – 2% holdback, judicial comp, OCCCIF 
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HB 2562 (2013) – State Court Technology Fund, SCFSA changes 
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HB 2594 (2013) – Commitment Hearings funding 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE ACTION 
 

 

2015-17 Chief Justice’s Recommended Budget page 44 

 

HB 2779 (2013) – Protective Order Setup Costs 
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HB 5201 (2014) – Holdback, Salary Pot, Grants, SPA 
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SB 5701 (2014) – CFA Allocation 
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SB 5703 (2014) – OCCIF for Jefferson County 
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Summary of Budget Notes Excerpts (2013-14) and Actions 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


