
Types of questions that are generally be permitted and questions that are generally denied 
are described below: 

A. Questions that are generally approved are:  

(1) those seeking factual information about the prospective juror's background 
and experience pertinent to the issues expected to arise in the case, along with 
reasonable follow-up questions regarding whether and how such background or 
experiences might influence the juror in the case, provided that questions that 
would elicit sensitive personal information about a juror, or that specifically 
reference information provided in a juror's statutory Confidential Juror 
Questionnaire, shall be permitted only outside the presence or hearing of other 
jurors, so as to preserve the confidentiality required by G. L. c.234A, s. 23 .  

(2) those regarding preconceptions or biases relating to the identity of the 
parties or the nature of the claims or issues expected to arise in the case.  

(3) those inquiring about the prospective jurors' willingness and ability to accept 
and apply pertinent legal principles as instructed, after consultation with the 
judge regarding the principles of law on which the judge will instruct the jury.  

B.  Questions that are denied are those:  

(1) that duplicate the questions that appear on the statutory Confidential Juror 
Questionnaire, or any other written juror questionnaire used in the case, but 
questions seeking further detail regarding information provided on a juror's 
questionnaire, or completion of any uncompleted answers on the questionnaire, 
should generally be approved, subject to the limitation stated in paragraph (a)(1) 
hereof; 

(2) regarding the prospective juror's political views, voting patterns, party 
preferences, religious beliefs or affiliation, reading or viewing habits, patterns of 
charitable giving, opinions on matters of public policy, hobbies or recreational 
activities, or similar matters, or regarding insurance, except insofar as such 
matters may be relevant to issues expected to arise, or may affect the juror's 
impartiality in the case;  

(3) regarding the outcome of any trial in which the prospective juror has 
previously served as a juror, or deliberations in or the prospective juror's vote in 
such trial;  

(4) purporting to instruct jurors on the law;  

(5) that make arguments on any issue of fact or law; that tend to indoctrinate or 
persuade; that encourage the juror to identify with a party, victim, witness, 
attorney, or other person or entity, or to send a message; or that encourage the 
juror to prejudge any issue in the case, to make a commitment to support a 
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particular result, or to do anything other than remain impartial and follow the 
Court's instructions.  

(6) that require a juror to guess or speculate about facts or law.  

(7) that would tend to embarrass or offend jurors or unduly invade jurors' 
privacy. 

 


