
Multnomah County Circuit Court Medical Malpractice Docket  
 
 
 
1.  What cases qualify?  Cases in which the plaintiff alleges that a medical professional 
breached the standard of care. Cases are identified by the parties or the court. If there is a 
dispute regarding the applicability of the medical malpractice docket, schedule a conference 
with Judge Hodson.     
 
2.  Trial Readiness Conferences.  The court will set a trial readiness conference approximately 
eight months from the date of filing. Before the conference the parties should reach agreement 
regarding trial dates.  At the conference the court will set a trial date, ask the length of the trial, 
ask whether it will be a jury or bench trial, and ask whether any pretrial matters will need to be 
addressed before trial. The parties are generally required to try a medical malpractice case 
within one to two years from the date of filing.          
   
3.  Other matters at conferences.  The court also often takes the opportunity to assess how 
discovery is progressing and to encourage settlement, so be prepared to discuss these issues.   
 
4.  Appearances.  The court is willing to cancel a conference if the parties supply the necessary 
information in advance of the conference and the court approves the agreed upon trial date. 
Parties may participate in conferences by phone by notifying the court at least 24 hours in 
advance.        
 
5.  Trial judge assignment.  If the trial is going to last 5 days or more, the parties are required to 
notify Presiding in writing 30 days in advance of trial. If the trial is going to last 10 days or more, 
the parties are required to notify Presiding in writing 45 days in advance of trial.  Presiding will 
then assign a trial judge. Otherwise, the parties report at call the day before trial for their trial 
judge assignment.        
 
6.  Motion practice.  Motions are handled following the same procedures that apply to all other 
civil cases.  
 
7.  Complex case designation. If parties want to have the case designated complex and 
specially assigned to a judge for all pretrial motions and trial, they should schedule a 
conference with the Presiding Court. 
 
6.  Contacts. Judge Hodson’s Judicial Assistant and Judicial Clerk. 
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