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Custody/Parenting Time Evaluation Referral Criteria & Considerations

Family Court Services (FCS) has experienced a reduction in full time staff and an
increase in mediation cases. As a result, program capacity for evaluations is limited. To
assist parties, counsel and Judicial officers making decisions about whom to assign this
resource, FCS offers the following criteria for referral.

In addition to the criteria outlined in SLR 8.047, the following criteria must be met in
order for a custody and parenting time evaluation to be accepted for service:

Both parties must have completed the Court approved parent education class or
had that requirement waived by a Judge.

The parties must have either completed mediation OR obtained a waiver of
mediation within the 90 days preceding the request for an evaluation.

The case must involve children under ten years of age.

The parties — at a minimum the requesting party/parties where applicable - have
paid the assessed evaluation fee or had it reduced or waived.

FCS offers the following additional considerations for those making triage decisions
about which cases to refer. The following cases should get priority in a triage process.

Cases involving serious safety concerns about children
Cases involving very young children
Cases in which the complexity of the issues to be explored truly warrant an
expert to examine the situation and weigh in on recommendations for children
o Child reportedly showing indicators of serious disturbance or trauma
o Children whose care arrangements have been significantly altered by a
temporary order and may have grief and loss/reunification issues
o Children or parents with significant mental health issues or special needs

FCS will perform one evaluation update on a given case. Subsequent updates must
comply with the standards set out in the current SLR. Updates ordered within a year of
the initial evaluation will be eligible for a reduced evaluation fee. Updates that occur
after one year will be responsible to pay the full assessed evaluation fee.



These criteria are intended to manage the overall number of referrals and to limit referrals
to those cases with the most vulnerable populations. They do not in any way limit the
discretion of a Family Law Judge to make exceptions when circumstances warrant.



