
Access to Court Adoption Files 
The fee for adoption records depends on who you are and what in the adoption file you want.  
 
A.  Who are 
you?          

B.  Do you need a 
court order?  

C.  What documents 
are you asking for? 

D.  What it will cost?1 

1.  Adoptive 
parent(s) or 
their attorney.  

No. You do not have to 
have a court order.  

You have un-redacted 
(complete) access to the whole 
file. 

$0.25/page 
 
Payable at the time you pick up 
your copies.  

2.  The Adopted 
Person (once at 
least 18 years 
old)  
 

You may have access to 
everything in the file 
without a court order 
except for the home 
study2.  You need a court 
order to see the home 
study. 
    
 

If you are looking for the names 
of your biological parents, that 
information will be in the decree 
or judgment of adoption.   
 
If you are looking for information 
about your medical history, you 
can also request that 
information. Medical history 
documents.   

$25 research fee  
$2/page for every page from 
which information is redacted,  
$0.25/page for all other pages 
(not redacted). 
 
Payable at the time you pick up 
your copies. 

3.  Consenting 
Biological 
Parents3 
  
(once the 
adopted person 
reaches age 18) 

Yes. You have to ask a 
judge. Fill out the forms 
and the judge will decide. 
 

The judge will decide whether 
there is information that should 
not be disclosed to you. That 
information will be redacted 
(removed) from the copy 
provided you. In addition, the 
law prohibits the disclosure of 
certain information to you. 4   
 
See box C2 above for info on 
commonly requested 
documents.  

$111 filing fee 
$25 research fee  
$2/page for every page from 
which information is redacted,  
$0.25/page for all other pages 
(not redacted).  
 
Payable at the time you pick up 
your copies. 

4.  Someone 
who signed a 
document in 
the file 

No, as to the document 
you signed.  
 
Yes, as to any other 
document. Fill out the 
forms and the judge will 
decide.  

The judge will decide if you may 
have access to documents (or 
sections of documents) other 
than those you signed.   
 
See box C2 above for info on 
commonly requested 
documents. 

$255 filing fee 
$25 research fee  
$2/page for every page from 
which information is redacted,  
$0.25/page for all other pages 
(not redacted). 
 
Payable at the time you pick up 
your copies. 

5.  Anyone else 
 

Yes. You have to ask a 
judge. Fill out the forms 
and the judge will decide. 

The judge will decide if you may 
have access to any documents, 
or sections of documents.  
 
See box C2 above for info on 
commonly requested 
documents. 
 
 

$255 filing fee 
$25 research fee  
$2/page for every page from 
which information is redacted,  
$0.25/page for all other pages 
(not redacted).  
 
Payable at the time you pick up 
your copies. 

 

1 If you are asking for the document to be certified, a $5 fee certification fee applies.  
2  The home study is a report done about the adoptive parents as they prepared to adopt.  If you want access to the home study, a court order 
allowing that access is needed.  
3 Parents who had their rights terminated prior to the adoption, or who relinquished (gave up) their parental rights, are covered in row #5..  
4 Information that will be redacted (removed) includes UCCJEA information (where and with whom the adopted child lived for 5 years before the 
adoption), home study, medical history of biological parties, adoption report, addresses, phone numbers, and social security numbers. 
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