
In the Matter of the Adoption of the 1 CHIEF JUSTICE ORDER 
Uniform Fine Schedule for Violations ) No. 12 - 022 

) 
) ORDER ESTABLISHING NEW UNIFORM 

FlNE SCHEDLILE FOR VIOLATIONS 
FILED IN CIRCUIT COURTS AND 
RESCINDING PRIOR UNIFORM FlNE 
SCHEDULES FOR VIOLATIONS 

ORS 153.800 directs the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to establish a uniform fine 
schedule for violations prosecuted in circuit courts. 

A circuit court may establish a Violations Bureau, which has authority over violations pursuant to 
ORS 153.800. Felonies and misdemeanors are not subject to the authority of a Violations 
Bureau. 

I hereby find the following: 

1. Chief Justice Order No. 11-095, which established a uniform fine schedule for violations 
filed in circuit courts, provides that a Violations Bureau does not have authority over a 
citation issued to a corporation. 

2. Oregon Laws 201 2, chapter , section 4 (HB 41 67) amends ORS 153.061 to 
remove the requirement that a corporate defendant in a violation case make a first 
appearance by appearing in court at the time indicated on the summons. This change 
permits a Violations Bureau to exercise authority over a complaint or citation for a 
violation issued to a corporation. 

3. Because of the amendment to ORS 153.061 by Oregon Laws 201 2, chapter , 
section 4, 1 am issuing an order that establishes a new uniform fine schedule and 
rescinds Chief Justice Order No. 11 -095. The new fine schedule is the same as the 
schedule established by Order No. 11 -095, except that the new schedule allows a 
Violations Bureau to have authority over violations where there is a corporate defendant 
and updates statutory references. 

Now, therefore, pursuant to ORS 1.002 and ORS 153.800, 1 HEREBY ORDER: 

1. The Violations Bureau has authority over any violation, except as provided in subsection 
5 of this order and except as prohibited by local order or procedure adopted in 
accordance with subsections 6 and 9 of this order. 

2. The Violations Bureau may presume that the presumptive fine is the amount the officer 
writes on the citation. 

3. The Violations Bureau shall reduce the fine for a violation to the amount shown below in 
Chart 1 if: 



a. The offense is a state law violation in the Vehicle Code, including state parking 
violations: 

b. The offense is a Class A, B, C, or D violation; 

c. The Violations Bureau has authority over all of the charges on the citation or 
complaint as permitted under this order; 

d. The defendant requests a reduction in the amount of the fine; 

e. The Violations Bureau reviews the defendant's driving record that shows at least the 
three (3) years preceding the date of the current incident. If the defendant does not 
have an Oregon driving record that covers the past three (3) years, the defendant 
must provide the Violations Bureau with a copy of driving record from the state in 
which he or she is licensed or was previously licensed; AND 

f. The defendant's combined driving record shows no more than two (2) prior 
convictions in the three (3) years preceding the date of the current incident. 
Convictions from the current incident do not count towards the total number of prior 
convictions. 

If the defendant is convicted of multiple offenses resulting from a single incident and 
qualifies for a reduction under paragraphs 3a through 3f, the Violations Bureau shall 
apply the same reduction to each offense for which the defendant is convicted. 

CHART 1 : 

4. The Violations Bureau has authority over but cannot impose a fine lower than the 
presumptive fine amount on any of the following: 

Classified Traffic Violations 

Standard Traffic Violation 
(1) Class A violation 
(2) Class B violation 
(3) Class C violation 
(4) Class D violation 

Traffic Violation in Special Zone 
(Highway Work Z o n 2 o s t e d  School Zone. Safety Corr~dor) 

(5) Class A violation 
(6) Class B violation 
(7) Class C violation, speed only 
(8) Class D violation, speed only 

a. Classified traffic violations that do not meet the criteria for reduction under 
subsection 3 of this order; 

1-2 Prior 
Convictions in 
Last 3 Years 

$330 
$1 95 
$120 
$85 

$655 
$390 
$240 
$165 

Presumptive 
Fine 

$435 
$260 
$1 60 
$110 

$870 
$520 
$320 
$220 

No Prior 
Convictions in 
Last 3 Years 

$220 
$1 30 
$80 
$60 

$435 
$260 
$160 
$110 



b. Specific fine violations, including but not limited to snow park, possession of less 
than one ounce of marijuana, and driving at a speed of 100 mph or greater. 

c. Violations of wildlife laws and rules under ORS chapters 496, 497, 498, and 501; 

d. Violations of commercial fishing laws and rules under ORS chapters 506, 507, 508, 
509, 511, and 513; 

e. Schedule I, 11, and Ill vehicle overweight violations under ORS chapter 825; 

f. Federal motor carrier laws; 

g. Violations of boating laws and rules under ORS chapter 830; 

h. A citation issued to a corporation; and 

i. Any other violation not listed in this order. 

5. The Violations Bureau does not have authority over a complaint or citation that includes 
one or more of the following: 

a. A violation where the presumptive fine is not included or is not legible; 

b. Careless driving under ORS 81 1.135 involving the serious physical injury or death of 
a vulnerable user of a public way, as the defendant is required to personally appear 
per ORS 153.061 (2); and 

c. A misdemeanor treated as a violation under ORS 161.566 or 161.568. This 
prohibition does not apply to a misdemeanor charge changed to an offense that is a 
violation. 

6. A circuit court may establish by order a Violations Bureau schedule for violation of 
ordinances of a political subdivision, pursuant to, but not limited to, ORS 153.025. 

7. Except as provided in subsection 6 of this order, a circuit court may not issue an order 
regarding a Violations Bureau that contradicts this order. 

8. Nothing in this order is intended to limit the authority of a judge to impose a greater or 
lesser amount of financial obligation upon conviction in an individual case where allowed 
by law. 

9. Nothing in this order is intended to limit the ability of a circuit court to adopt local orders 
or procedures requiring the personal appearance by particular defendants or by all 
defendants in specified categories of offenses in accordance with ORS 153.061 (6). 

10. As of the effective date of this order, this order rescinds all previously approved uniform 
fine schedules, including the schedule adopted in Chief Justice Order No. 11-095. 



11. This order applies to offenses committed on or after January 1, 2012 

This order takes effect immediately 

Dated this 
h 2 7 day of March, 2012. 

Chief Justice u 


