
OREGON JUDICIAL CONFERENCE STANDARDS FOR TIMELY DISPOSITION 
 

 
 The circuit court manages pre-judgment actions to meet the Standards for Timely 
Disposition adopted by the Oregon Judicial Conference.  The Oregon Judicial Conference is a 
plenary body of all state judges.  The standards adopted by the Judicial Conference apply to all 
circuit courts, and have been in effect since 1990.  When requesting a postponement of any 
proceeding, bear in mind that the court’s obligation is to meet these standards.  To do so, it 
monitors constantly the age of pending cases, and parties should be able to rely on these time 
lines for the disposition of filed actions. 
 
 General Civil—90 percent of all civil cases should be settled, tried or otherwise 
concluded within 12 months of the date of case filing, 98 percent within 18 months of such 
filing, and the remainder within 24 months of such filing, except for individual cases in which 
the court determines exceptional circumstances exist and for which a continuing review should 
occur. 
 
 Domestic Relations—90 percent of all domestic relations matters should be settled, tried 
or otherwise concluded within 9 months of the date of case filing, and 100 percent within one 
year, except for exceptional cases in which continuing review should occur. 
 
 Summary Civil—Proceedings using summary hearing procedures, as in small claims, 
landlord-tenant and replevin actions, should be concluded within 75 days after filing. 
 
 Criminal: Felony—90 percent of all felony cases should be adjudicated or otherwise 
concluded within 120 days from the date of arraignment, 98 percent within 180 days, and 100 
percent within one year, except for exceptional cases in which continuing review should occur. 
 
 Criminal:  Misdemeanor—90 percent of all misdemeanors, infractions and other non-
felony cases should be adjudicated or otherwise concluded within 90 days from the date of 
arraignment, 98 percent within 180 days, and 100 percent within one year, except for exceptional 
cases in which continuing review should occur. 
 
 Persons in Pretrial Custody— Persons detained should have a determination of custodial 
status or bail set within 36 hours of arrest.  Persons incarcerated before trial should be afforded 
priority for trial. 
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