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 Marion County Circuit Court 
 Local Family Law Practices and Programs 
 
 This form explains certain local practices and programs in effect at this Court.  Please 
review this information and the instructions that came with the packet you are using before going 
further with your case.  If you have questions, please contact the Family Law Department: 
Marion County Courthouse, 100 High St. NE, Salem, 1st Floor, 503-373-4349.   For general 
Court information and forms you may visit the Court’s website at: 
http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion. 
 If you have been abused by your partner, you may be eligible for a restraining order that 
prevents him or her from coming in contact with you.  Forms are available in the Family Law 
Department on the first floor of the Courthouse, and requests are processed every day the Court 
is open in the Family Law Department. 

 
Local Rules  

 
 The Court has local rules (SLR’s) that may affect the processing of your case.  You may 
view a copy of the rules online at http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion.  A sample parenting plan (a 
plan that says how the time with the child/ren will be divided between the parents and how other 
important decisions about the child/ren will be made) is provided in SLR 8.075.  
 

Filing Fees (required at the time you file your forms) 
 

 Type of Case Petitioner/Requesting Party Respondent/Responding 
Party 

 Dissolution  $273.00  $273.00 

Separation  $273.00  $273.00 

Unmarried Parents $273.00 $273.00 

Modification:  
Dissolution, Separation 

 $150.00  $150.00 

Modification:   
Custody/Parenting 

Time/Support  
(Unmarried Parents) 

 $150.00  $150.00 

Parenting Time 
Enforcement 

 $50.00  $50.00 

Contempt $50.00 $50.00 
     
    Any person who cannot afford to pay the filing fee may request that the judge allow the Court 
forms to be filed without the filing fee.  This request can be made by filling out and filing the 
following papers with the Court, “Application for Waiver or Deferral of Fees,” “Declaration for 
Waiver or Deferral of Fees” and “Fee Waiver or Deferral Recommendation and Order,” 
available in the Family Law Department on the first floor of the Courthouse, or online at: 
http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion. 

http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion
http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion
http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion
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Law Library 
 
     Located in the Ticor Building, 234 High Street SE, Salem; open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  For more information call 503-588-5090 or visit online at: 
http://legal.co.marion.or.us/LawLibrary/. 
 

Parent Education: Helping Children Cope with Divorce (COPE)  
 

     Parents of minor children named in the following kinds of cases are required to attend this 
class: divorce, separation, establishment of custody or a parenting plan (including paternity) and 
post judgment litigation over child custody or parenting plans. The class is provided through the 
Center for Community Innovation (503-581-9922), located at 1255 Broadway St NE, Suite 110 
in Salem.  The cost is $60 per parent.  Parents should sign up as soon as they learn about the 
program.  For more information, visit the Center for Community Innovation’s website at: 
http://ccioregon.org. 
 

Mediation 
 

     Mediation is a private meeting with a neutral trained mediator in which parents try to work 
out a parenting plan that says how the child/ren’s time will be divided between the parents and 
how other important decisions about the child/ren will be made.  You will learn more about this 
process during mediation orientation, which usually occurs one to two weeks following the date 
when the response is filed.  A mediator will be assigned at the orientation unless the parents have 
already worked out a parenting plan. 
 
     The parties may also mediate the financial issues involved in the case. A list of Court approved 
mediators is available online at: http://courts.oregon.gov/Marion/Services/pages/mediation.aspx, 
or through the courthouse facilitator.   
       

Arbitration 
 

     Arbitration is a process in which a neutral person with legal training and experience is 
appointed by the Court to decide issues in your case.  Your case is subject to arbitration if the 
only matter in dispute is about how property and debts will be divided.  If the petition you are 
using to file your case has the phrase, “claim 9 subject 9 not subject to mandatory arbitration,” 
on the first page, check the appropriate box. 
 

Additional Contacts 
 

• Marion-Polk Legal Aid Office, 1655 State St., Salem; 503-581-5265, www.mplas.org  
• Division of Child Support, Department of Justice, Salem Office, 4600 25th St. NE, Suite 

180, Salem; 503-378-4489, http://www.doj.state.or.us/dcs/pages/index.aspx 
• Mid-Valley Women’s Crisis Service, 503-399-7722, http://www.mvwcs.com 

http://legal.co.marion.or.us/
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