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ADOPTION CHECKLIST – FOREIGN 
Note:  This checklist is offered only as a quick reference guide for adoption petitions.  It is not legal advice.  
Petitioners are strongly encouraged to read and follow the Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) relevant to the 
type of adoption they are seeking.  Following the checklist does not guarantee the court will grant the 
petition. While the court makes every effort to update the ORS citations and relevant content, petitioners 
remain responsible for following current ORS.  If you have questions or concerns about filing an adoption 
petition, you may contact our Adoption Coordinator at 503.584.4749. 

 
Case Number ________________ Name ____________________________ Date _____________ 

 

Do a separate checklist for each child 

This checklist is for foreign adoptions of minor children. DO NOT USE if private agency 
international adoption and adoption was not completed in foreign country.  Use regular checklist 
then.  This checklist only applies if an adoption was completed in a foreign country. 

 

I. PETITION: ORS 109.309; 109.315(1) 

Information that must be in the petition: 

Done   

 Signed by the petitioner and notarized  ORS 109.315(1) 

  Petition contains all of the following information below or 
 If information or statement below is omitted, petition states why  

ORS 109.315(1) 

 The full name of each petitioner ORS 109.315(1)(a) 

  State of residency of the petitioner and 
 length of residency of the petitioner 

ORS 109.315(1)(b) 

 Current marital or domestic partnership status of the petitioner: 
 married   domestic partner   single  

ORS 109.315(1)(c) 

 One of the following has been an Oregon resident for at least 6 
months: 

 petitioner,  the child,  one parent  

ORS 109.315(1)(b); 
109.309(2) 
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 Jurisdiction: (1) immediately before petition is filed, one of the 
following has been an Oregon resident for six consecutive months: 

 the child,  one parent  
 prospective adoptive parent and substantial evidence is avail-

able in this state concerning the present or future care of the child; 
or 

 (2) it appears that no court of another state would have 
jurisdiction under circumstances substantially in accordance with 
subparagraphs (A) to (C) of this paragraph; or 

 (3) A court of another state has declined to exercise jurisdiction 
on the grounds that this state is a more appropriate forum to hear a 
petition for adoption of the minor child and it is in the best 
interests of the minor child that a court of this state assume 
jurisdiction.  

ORS 109.315(1)(e); 
109.309 (4) and (5) 

 Venue:   county child has most significant connection w/ or  
 county in which the licensed adoption agency is located. 

Connection w/ child could be  adoptive or  birth parent here. 

ORS 109.315(1)(e); 
109.309 (4) and (5) 

 Does ICWA apply?    No     Yes.  If yes: 
 Statement of the efforts to notify the appropriate Indian tribe or 

tribes of the adoption; and  
 Statement efforts to comply with the placement preferences of 

ICWA or individual Tribe 

ORS 109.315(1)(h) 

 Explanatory statement as to why the petitioner is of “sufficient 
ability to bring up the minor child and furnish suitable nurture and 
education” the child as required in ORS 109.350.  Examples: 

 Employment of petitioner, such as employer and length 
 Sufficiency of income 
 Type of residence and space for child 
 Ability to provide medical care 
 Plans for schooling 
 Success with other children, if any 

ORS 109.315(1)(d) 

 Child:   Full name,  gender   birthdate   place of birth  ORS 109.315(1)(f) 

 Statement of facts and circumstances under which petitioner 
obtained physical custody of the child, including  

 date of placement with the petitioner for adoption, and  
 name and  relationship to the minor child of the individual or 

entity placing the minor child with the petitioner 

ORS 109.315(1)(m) 

  Length of time child in the physical custody of the petitioner, or,  
 if child not in physical custody of the petitioner,  reason why,  
 date and  way petitioner will obtain custody of child 

ORS 109.315(1)(n) 

 Statement that information required by UCCJEA has been 
provided in the ASSIS under ORS 109.317 

ORS 109.315(1)(r), 
109.701-109.834  

 Statement that current home study was   completed   waived  ORS 109.315(1)(t) 
ORS 109.309 (7) 
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 Must request entry of a general judgment of adoption ORS 109.315(2)(a) 

 Must request that petitioner be permitted to adopt child as the 
child of the petitioner for all legal intents and purposes 

ORS 109.315(2)(b) 

 Must request finding that the court has jurisdiction over adoption, 
parties, and the minor child 

ORS 109.315(2)(c) 

 Must request approval of a change to the minor child's name ORS 109.315(2)(e) 

 Must request that court require preparation of and certify a report 
of adoption as provided in ORS 432.415 

ORS 109.315(2)(g) 

 Must request that all records, papers and files in the record of the 
adoption case be sealed 

ORS 109.315(2)(h) 

 Must specify any other relief requested by the petitioner ORS 109.315(2)(i) 
 

REQUIRED EXHIBITS TO THE PETITION (if Applicable): ORS 109.315(3) 

 Any written consent to the adoption ORS 109.315(3)(b) 

 The written disclosure statement required under ORS 109.311; (the 
financial disclosure statement) 

ORS 109.315(3)(e) 

 Any other supporting documentation necessary to comply with the 
petition requirements in this section and ORS 109.309 

ORS 109.315(3)(f) 
 

 

SERVICE OF PETITION: 109.315(5)  

 Within 30 days after filing petition with the court, petitioner shall 
serve DHS by registered or certified mail with return receipt 
requested, or by personal service, with: 

 Petition 
 Exhibits 
 Adoption Summary and Segregated Information Statement 

including exhibits 

ORS 109.315(5)(a) 
 

 Service required by this subsection may be waived by the court for 
good cause.  Reason: 

ORS 109.315(5)(d) 
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II. ADOPTION SUMMARY AND SEGREGATED INFORMATION STATEMENT: ORS 109.317 
An Adoption Summary and Segregated Information Statement (“ASSIS”) must be filed 
concurrently with petition.   
Summary must contain (if known to or readily ascertainable by petitioner): ORS 
109.317(1) 
 Each petitioner:  full name,  address, and  phone number  ORS 

109.317(1)(a) 
 Child:  current full name,  proposed adoptive name,  

 date of birth,  place of birth  
ORS 
109.317(1)(b) 

 Information required by the UCCJEA.  ORS 109.701 to 109.834 ORS 
109.317(1)(e) 

 Adoption agency that will be consenting, or has consented, to the adoption:  
Name,  address,  telephone number  

ORS 
109.317(1)(f) 

 Attorney:  Name,  bar number, and  contact information   
Representing  a petitioner and  

 a person whose consent is required under ORS 109.321 

ORS 
109.317(1)(g) 

 Indication of the type of adoption:   
 Determination of validity of an adoption in a foreign nation 

ORS 
109.317(1)(g) 
ORS 109.385 

 Following Exhibits must be attached to the ASSIS if applicable: 
 

ORS 
109.317(2) 

 Home study or written evidence that home study has been approved or DHS 
waiver 

ORS 
109.317(2)(a); 
ORS 
109.317(3) 

 Report of adoption on a form prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar 
of the Center for Health Statistics as required under ORS 432.223 

ORS 
109.317(2)(b) 

 Medical history of the child and of the biological parents as required under 
ORS 109.342   “As complete as possible under the circumstances.”  If adoption 
completed in foreign country this information may not be available. 

ORS 
109.317(2)(c) 

 Must amend the ASSIS if any information changes prior to judgment  
(Require amendment if a change is apparent from the file) 

ORS 
109.317(4) 

 
Note:  ASSIS and exhibits are confidential.  Must be segregated in file and may 

not     be inspected or copied except as provided under ORS 109.305-
109.410 or 109.425-109.507. ORS 109.317(5) 
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III. CONSENTS AND SUBSTITUTES: ORS 109.321 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

 Child:  Must consent if over 14    N/A – child is under 14 ORS 109.328 
 Foreign adoption:  

 Adopted child must be national of the foreign country and  
 one adoptive parent must be citizen of US. 
 Adoption must be valid and legal in the country where the 

adoption occurred 
 Prima facie evidence: certification from judge of foreign court 

under seal that all pertinent laws of foreign nation complied with 

ORS 109.385 
ORS 109.385(1) 
ORS 109.385(2) 
Must have ASSIS – 
ORS 
109.317(1)(h)(C) 

 
IV. OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 

 Vital Statistics adoption report form ORS 109.400 
 Placement report or waiver of placement report by DHS.   

DHS may designate an Oregon licensed adoption agency to do the 
placement report. 

ORS 109.309(8)(a) 

 Check to see that a judgment can be entered because: 
 90 days have passed since service on DHS, or  
 DHS waives remainder of 90-day period. 

ORS 109.309(10) 

 

V. REQUIREMENTS FOR JUDGMENT: 

 General judgment of adoption ORS 109.315(2)(a) 

 Petitioner is permitted to adopt child as the child of the petitioner 
for all legal intents and purposes 

ORS 109.315(2)(b) 

 Finding that the court has jurisdiction over adoption, parties, and 
the minor child 

ORS 109.315(2)(c) 

 ICWA does not apply. ORS 109.350 

 Approval of a change to the minor child's name ORS 109.315(2)(e) 

 Court require preparation of and certify a report of adoption as 
provided in ORS 432.415 

ORS 109.315(2)(g) 

 All records, papers and files in the record of the adoption case be 
sealed 

ORS 109.315(2)(h) 

 Any other relief requested by Petitioner ORS 109.315(2)(i) 

 


